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	PRESS RELEASE


Counterfeits still attractive for both sellers and consumers
(Interim report of 1st quarter of 2015)

(Prague, June 30, 2015) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspects compliance with the prohibition to use unfair commercial practices within offer and sale of goods and provision of services that infringe certain intellectual property rights based on submissions from owners of intellectual property rights, inspectors’ knowledge or submissions from consumers. Besides sale of counterfeits and copies, these inspections uncover other shortcomings as well. In the 1st quarter of 2015, inspectors proved breaches of certain intellectual property rights within 69 of 436 inspections (15.8%). However, the total ratio of findings reached two thirds of all cases.  1,832 pieces of counterfeits amounting to almost 3.6 million when calculated in prices of originals were collected and stored out of reach of inspected persons. 338 fines amounting to 2.4 million CZK were lawfully imposed in the evaluated period. 
In the period from January 1 to March 31, 2015, CTIA inspected vendors’ compliance with prohibition to use unfair commercial practices as stipulated in the Act on Consumer Protection. CTIA inspectors searched for offer, sale or storage of products and provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights at marketplaces, in ordinary shops and e-shops in the Czech market.
Violation of generally binding legal regulations was detected in 286 of 436 inspections (65.6%), including 69 points of sale where offer or sale of products or provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights, i.e. breach of the prohibition to use unfair commercial practices, was proven – pursuant to section 5 par. 2 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. The total number of inspections and ratio of findings concerning individual inspectorates is displayed in the below chart:
	Inspections of protection of certain intellectual property rights – results of 1st quarter of 2015

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Detected breaches
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	Total
	§ 5 par. 2*
	Total
	§ 5 par. 2*

	Středočeský and Prague
	65
	25
	9
	38.5%
	13.9%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	57
	57
	2
	100.0%
	3.5%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	138
	86
	18
	62.3%
	13.0%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	48
	36
	17
	75.0%
	35.4%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	15
	14
	7
	93.3%
	46.7%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	56
	34
	9
	60.7%
	16.1%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	57
	34
	7
	59.7%
	12.3%

	Total
	436
	286
	69
	65.6%
	15.8%


*) Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection – violations of the prohibition to use unfair commercial practices by selling products or providing services infringing certain intellectual property rights, including storage of such products with the intention to offer or sell them. 
Cooperation with other state administration bodies, mostly trade licensing offices and the Police of the Czech Republic, was used within 40 inspections focused on compliance with the prohibition to use unfair, respectively deceitful commercial practices relating to offer or sale of products or provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights.
Types of collected products 
During the 1st quarter of 2015, inspectors collected and stored out of reach of inspected persons in total 1,832 pieces of counterfeits amounting to 3,581,974 CZK when calculated in the prices of originals. Products that fail special legal regulations will be confiscated and subsequently destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes which depends on lawful decisions. 
Share of individual types of products concerning the total number of detected counterfeits:


[image: image2.emf]561

14

249

1008

Other Watches Footwear Textile


The following graph displays the share of selected trademarks within the total number of collected products. If fakes of a certain brand was discovered in lower number than 50 pieces, it is not included in the chart.
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*) OCB – equipment for smokers (rolling papers)

Imposed sanctions
Based on detected breaches, in total 338 fines amounting to 2,431,500 CZK were lawfully imposed within the inspection action. These figures include both violations of certain intellectual property rights and other breaches of generally binding legal regulations.
Conclusion
The results of the inspections of compliance with the prohibition to use unfair commercial practices within sale, offer or storage of products and provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights show that breaches of the particular provision of the Act on Consumer Protection is often accompanied with numerous infringements of different kind that are fined by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Consumers are still interested in buying counterfeits of branded products, especially in the border regions neighbouring with Germany. The offer is increasingly wider online, too, and the anonymous environment makes it more difficult to punish such illegal conducts. Therefore it is necessary to modify inspection activities according to the development in the market and search for ways how to effectively protect consumers’ interests, especially of those who believe to buy original products, but receive counterfeits. 
Contact: Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                 Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz
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		Kód sortimentu		Celkem ks		Celková hodnota orig. v Kč		Celková hodnota prod. v Kč

		Other		561		325489		69992.7

		Watches		14		17800		3547

		Footwear		249		566730		155637

		Textile		1008		2671955		423211.7





List1

		





List2

		





List3

		






_1495868920.xls
Graf1

		OCB*

		Burberry

		Tommy Hilfiger

		Adidas

		Monster High

		Crocs

		Mammut



168

141

100

67

60

57

56



List1

		

		Značka		Celkem ks		Celková hodnota orig. v Kč		Celková hodnota prod. v Kč

		PRŮMĚR		536		453316		114146.2

		OCB*		168		4200		3731

		Burberry		141		668350		41081.1

		Tommy Hilfiger		100		209900		72740

		Adidas		67		64800		29017

		Monster High		60		65373		7882

		Crocs		57		47730		6585

		Mammut		56		220500		63250

		Converse		50		150000		71940

		Louis Vuitton		41		798000		34693

		Jack Daniel's		40		28550		16341

		Diesel		38		76420		15360

		Hello Kitty		34		16294		3854

		Jack Wolfskin		34		88000		14900

		Armani		26		45750		9059

		Ice age		25		12077		2308.3

		Nike		24		19670		3499.8

		Burton		21		31500		250

		Bench		20		39600		14530

		Lacoste		20		39800		6900

		Polo		20		48700		7400

		Ed Hardy		19		25000		7530

		Gucci		19		57000		12350

		Smile		13		7800		2327

		Michael Kors		12		54000		3500

		HDMI		10		1990		1290

		Kawasaki		10		7800		4200

		Audi		9		10000		4650

		Calvin Klein		8		9100		1680

		Gant		8		16000		3600

		Monster		8		15000		5250

		Volkswagen		8		8800		2300

		Hugo Boss		7		9100		1398

		Prada		7		19800		4379

		Puma		7		10800		3040

		Adio		6		9600		1800

		DC		6		6400		2540

		Harley-Davidson		6		4300		2100

		Kosmodisk		6		15000		5100

		New Era		6		2994		594

		TRX		6		36000		20340

		Fox		5		5500		1400

		Chanel		5		5500		1848

		Mašinka Tomáš		5		1500		413

		Opel		5		2200		930

		Red Bull		5		2000		1250

		Apple		4		5000		2360

		Guess		4		7200		1250

		Hasbro		4		1060		116

		Honda		4		4800		1600

		Mercedes-Benz		4		1800		1037

		My little pony		4		3200		1200

		WELLENSTEYN		4		50000		1200

		Dolce & Gabbana		3		10000		1400

		Hollister		3		9000		600

		Roling Stones		3		1800		1050

		Yamaha		3		6000		3000

		BMW		2		2600		600

		Spiderman		2		1800		270

		Billabong		1		1800		250

		Ferrari		1		2000		800

		Furby		1		1000		79

		Roberto Cavalli		1		1200		300
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