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	PRESS RELEASE


Toys for kids from 3 to 14 years with numerous flaws
(Interim report of 1st 2015)
(Prague, July 7, 2015) Toys and their safety remain one of the priorities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. The objective of surveillance is to search for anonymous and risky products in the market, prevent further sale of toys without CE marking as well as toys unequipped with warnings and information about why they are not suitable for children of certain age, and prohibit further distribution of dangerous toys. In the market there is no place for toys containing obligatory information only in a foreign language. In the 1st quarter of 2015, flaws were discovered in two thirds of inspected workplaces with the assortment of toys and 141 fines amounting to 1 million CZK were imposed. “Permanently high ratio of defects concerning sale of toys which are intended for vulnerable users – kids – is the main reason for the Czech Trade Inspection Authority to pay attention to the whole distribution chain and search for commercial entities responsible for distribution of toys from other EU member states in the Czech market. In the upcoming period we will focus on distributors of toys from third countries because they play major role in importing defective products that fail safety standards and requirements of applicable legal regulations,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.  

In the 1st quarter of 2015, CTIA inspectors checked whether toys offered in the Czech market are equipped with necessary belongings in compliance with requirements of applicable Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Safety of Toys and whether vendors sell toys that could endanger the health or safety of children with regard to unsuitable mechanic and physical characteristics, bad construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings. Other information necessary to fulfil elementary requirements for toys were also inspected. 
Toys are selected products governed by provisions of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products that are stipulated in detail in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys (further on referred to as GO) and in the harmonized set of standards ČSN EN 71 and ČSN EN 62115 that lay down individual technical and safety requirements for toys.

From January to March 2015, CTIA inspectors carried out 264 inspections in both specialized shops with toys and workplaces where toys were just one of various types of products inspected at a commercial entity. 257 inspections were carried out at distributors, 6 at importers and one at a manufacturer. Flaws were detected in 177 of all 264 inspections, i.e. 67%. 
	Inspection results – toys – 1st quarter 2015

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected violations in %

	Středočeský and Prague
	43
	29
	67,4 %

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	15
	12
	80,0 %

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	74
	52
	70,3 %

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	52
	34
	65,4 %

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	33
	25
	75,8 %

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	15
	2
	13,3 %

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	32
	23
	71,9 %

	Total
	264
	177
	67,0 %


Results of inspections of documentation accompanying products: 
Within inspections of accompanying documentation and information for consumers, inspectors focused on whether toys’ origin is traceable (i.e. availability of information about manufacturer or importer) and whether products are equipped with other obligatory information. In case that such information contained certain restrictions (e.g. pictogram unsuitable for children under three years) inspectors checked whether consumers were informed about reasons for such restriction. 

Product standards governing requirements for toys intended for children from 3 to 14 years:
-
standards from the set ČSN EN 71 – Safety of Toys
-
ČSN EN 62115 – Electric Toys
-
ČSN 94 3090 – Classification of toys (lays down which toys are intended for children under 36 months and which not) 

Sale of toys without obligatory CE marking of conformity was a flaw concerning obligatory marking pursuant to applicable government orders, in the consequence of provisions of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. Flaws concerning other obligatory marking of toys were detected: age category for which toys are intended connected with reasons for such limitation was not displayed on products, their stamp, packaging or instructions for use. Warning against risks was only in foreign languages and a number of toys were anonymous, i.e. manufacturer, importer or distributor was not indicated. 
Sampling of toys for safety assessment
During the 1st quarter of 2015, 3 types of toys were intended for safety assessment in Czech shops: 

-
ant puzzle – failed requirements of government order – included small parts
-
horse puzzle -  failed requirements of government order – included small parts
-
animal with a candy -  expert assessment has not ended.

Results of risk analysis
Puzzles of both ant and horse contain small parts, but they are not marked with any age category for which they are intended, so it can be assumed that they are intended for children under three year as well. These products can pose safety risk due to identified defects. CTIA inspectors banned offer and sale of these products at the final distributor. 
Imposed measures and sanctions
Based on detected flaws, bans on further sale of 3,892 pieces of toys amounting to 231,057.80 CZK (when calculated in retail prices) were imposed. The respective products were not marked with the marking of conformity, had no information to identify manufacturer or importer, warnings and safety information in Czech, marking of age category for which they are intended or they had construction defects (toys contained small parts). 
During the inspection action focused on toys, in total 141 fines amounting to 1,060,000 CZK were imposed in the 1t quarter of 2015. Most fines (81 fines amounting to about 450,000 CZK) were imposed for violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.), especially for distribution of products without required marking and other marking. Other 28 fines amounting 400,000 CZK were imposed for simultaneous violations of several laws and 32 fines amounting to about 220,000 CZK were imposed for violations of obligations stipulated in the Act on Consumer Protection. 

Conclusion
The inspection action focused on toys proved repeated flaws – offer and sale of products without CE marking and sale of anonymous toys without any identification data about their manufacturer or importer. Toys that are not equipped with any warnings or information why a particular toys isn’t suitable for a certain age category are a remaining problem. If such information is provided, it is provided only in a foreign language. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority will keep paying attention to the whole distribution chain with the assortment of toys. It will search for entities responsible for distribution of toys originating in other EU member states in the Czech market. CTIA will supervise especially on importers of toys from third countries who play major role in sale of defective toys that fail safety standards and requirements of appropriate legal regulations.
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