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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA collected fakes for 45 million at Hatě marketplace
(Report on results of extraordinary inspection action)

(Brno, September 15, 2015) Inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority increased their attention concerning inspection of counterfeits at the ASIA BAZAR marketplace at Hatě near Znojmo on September 11 and 12. Counterfeited goods were collected and vendors will be fined in administrative proceedings concerning prohibited use of unfair commercial practices. In total 4,160 pieces of counterfeits of textile clothing, footwear, leather goods and toys amounting to more than 45 million CZK calculated in the prices of originals were collected in 34 selected stalls. “Perfect preparation of this inspection action resulted in a real success. We managed to prevent early closure of selected selling points thanks to the presence of several inspectors before the arrival of the main inspection group. I suppose that the upcoming inspections aimed at counterfeits will be as effective due to their proper preparation,” said Karel Havlíček, the Director of the CTIA Inspectorate operating in the South Moravian and Zlín regions. 
An extraordinary inspection action of the CTIA Inspectorate based in Brno was carried out at the ASIA BAZAR marketplace in Hatě from September 11 to 12, 2015. Inspectors aimed at compliance with the Act on Consumer Protection, especially on sale, offer and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights. In total 34 stalls were inspected and 4,146 pieces of counterfeits of textile products, footwear, leather goods and toys were collected. Officers collected counterfeits of the following trademarks: Michael Kors, Louis Vuitton, Burberry, Converse, and imitations of watches Rolex, Patek, Omega, Hublot and Ice Watch as well as a number of other brands. The value of collected goods was 45,169,928 CZK when calculated in the prices of originals.
After sellers are identified and expert opinions elaborated, administrative proceedings will be launched with inspected entities and it will be decided about fines, confiscation of goods and its subsequent destruction or hand over to humanitarian purposes.

The following officers participated in the inspection action during both days: 20 South Bohemian inspectors of the CTIA, 10 inspectors from the CTIA inspectorate of the Plzeň and Karlovy Vary regions, members of the Customs Administration, and 4 experts of goods who were invited by the representative of trademarks’ owners for the Czech Republic, Ms. Markéta Shubik. 

Both directors of the participating CTIA inspectorates prepared the inspection action together with the directors of the Customs Office of the South Moravian Region. Preparations were kept secret and not even inspectors of the CTIA were informed about the place and focus of the inspections. The purpose of the action was announced to them as well as the members of the Customs Administration only at the very start of the action. The inspection itself was also carried out in a different way than usually. This time, 10 inspectors were present at the marketplace already before the start of the action in order to prevent closure of premises where the inspection was supposed to be carried out - this was the way a number of sellers successfully managed to avoid inspections. Vendors were unsuccessful this time and inspectors could not only collect counterfeits, but also identify persons participating in the sale. 
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