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	PRESS RELEASE


Cuddly toys with suction cups aren’t good for children
(Prague, October 2, 2015) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority repeatedly discovered products that pose risk for smallest users in the retail market with toys. We speak about softly stuffed toys with a suction cup which can be easily released and cause choking or suffocation due to its size. This risk of child’s health damage is posed by two cuddly toys from an unknown manufacturer – a toucan and a dog. Not only dog’s suction cup, but also its eye that fitted into the test tube for small parts released within pull test and the sample also failed the seam strength test. In both cases, distribution of the toys was prohibited and inspected persons were ordered to withdraw them from distribution. Documentation concerning these risky products was transferred to the RAPEX database and published under the following notification numbers: INFO 157/15 a 175/15. 

Cuddly bird - toucan  
Manufacturer:


unknown
Product name:
 

Plyšový pták 

Product origin:


unknown
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Pic. 1 Original product within sale
Product description
A cuddly toy – a bird whose appearance reminds of an exotic toucan – is made of cuddly fabric in black and white colours, has yellow beak, blue eyes and legs. A white cord with a transparent plastic suction cup with the diameter of 27 mm is sewed into its head. 
The toy was not marked in any way and identification data and information for consumers were missing. 

Danger
According to the test protocol, the toy failed technical requirements determined by the government order on toys (GO No. 86/2011 Coll.) because it failed requirements for safety as specified in the applicable technical standard (ČSN EN 71-1:2011 + A3:2014, articles 5.1 – General Requirements and 5.13 – Suction Cups). 

During the pull test, the suction cap released together with the cord and a dangerous small part separated from the toy. The suction cup made of flexi plastic fitted into the test template determined in the above mentioned standard. This is a real threat for a child who can inhale or swallow this small part. Hence it is possible that if the transparent plastic suction cup releases within game, children’s health can be subsequently damaged if the child swallows or inhales this small part.
Cuddly dog with a suction cup
Importer:


O. K. STAR s.r.o. 

Product name:   

Plyšová hračka

Marking:


ITEM NO:  KM-0577, 

EAN:



8700069009809

Manufacturer:


unknown (paper label states „Vyrobeno v Eíni“)
Other marking of product: 
CE marking and Made in China on a sewed in label
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Pic. 2 and 3 Original product within sale
Product description
A softly stuffed toy – a dog made from cuddly fabric in brown and white colour. A white cord with a transparent plastic suction cup of the diameter of 25 mm is sewed into its head. 
Danger
When the power of 18 N was used within pull test (EN 71-1:2011+A3:2014), the suction cup with cord released and so did the toy’s right eye when the power of 82.9 N was used. The released suction cup with a cord all fitted into the test template E. Also the seam strength test showed that it is possible to implement a probe with the diameter of 12 mm to the depth of more than 6 mm, meaning that a child can have access to the toy’s stuffing. 
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Pic 4. Suction cup released from a cuddly dog in the test tube for small parts
In case that a child under three years tears the suction cup or releases the toy’s eyes, it is probable that it puts these small parts into its mouth which can lead to blocking of air ways after these small parts are inhaled. 
Taken measures
In both cases the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed prohibition of further distribution and withdrawal of these toys with suction cups from distribution in order to prevent further appearance of the same risky products that fail technical requirements for toys. After complete documentation had been elaborated, the CTIA transferred all available information about these toys to the system RAPEX. 
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