	[image: image1.png]CESKA
o o:chooni
INSPEKCE




	PRESS RELEASE


Don’t underestimate marking of toys – they can be dangerous! 

(Interim report of 2nd quarter of 2015)

(Prague, October 5, 2015) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority pays permanent attention to monitoring of toys distribution chain and inspection of toys within the Czech market using all available means to search for entities responsible for distribution of toys from other EU countries as well as non-EU countries. During the 2nd quarter of 2015, flaws were detected in almost two thirds of 310 inspections. Only one of 12 samples collected for safety inspection met the requirements. Inspectors imposed prohibition of use on 7,740 pieces of toys amounting to 220 thousand CZK and in total 149 fines amounting to 1.5 million CZK came into force during the evaluated period. “In the upcoming period I consider necessary to inspect importers of toys from third countries to a major extent because major part of noncompliant and dangerous toys origin in these countries. If importers and distributors of toys will keep violating obligations stipulated to them in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, government orders, and technical regulations relating to toys safety, it will be necessary to use all legal measures to enforce compliance with legal regulations in the interest of protection of the safety and health of children, the youngest consumers,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the CTIA.
Toys are selected products and their manufacturers, importers and distributors are obliged to comply with applicable provisions of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.), specified in the Government Order on Technical Requirements for Products (GO No. 86/2001 Coll.) and in a set of harmonized standards that lay down individual technical and safety requirements for toys (ČSN EN 71-1 Safety of Toys a ČSN EN 62115 – Electric Toys). 

During market surveillance, CTIA inspectors checked whether toys offered in the retail market are equipped with all requirements in compliance with the applicable government order and whether toys are sold that could to a higher extent endanger the health or safety of children due to unsuitable mechanical and physical characteristics, bad construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings as well as other information necessary to meet elementary safety requirements for toys.
In the period from April to June 2015, in total 310 inspections were carried out in specialized toy shops as well as shops where toys were among several types of products inspected regarding one commercial entity. 204 inspections (65.8%) were with findings. 309 distributors and 1 importer were inspected. 
	Results of toys inspections – 2nd quarter of 2015

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	Středočeský and Prague
	32
	22
	68.8%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	24
	12
	50.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	94
	60
	63.8%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	75
	56
	74.7%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	28
	22
	78.6%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	21
	3
	14.2%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	36
	29
	80.6%

	Total
	310
	204
	65.8%


Inspection focus
Within inspections of accompanying documentation and consumer information, officers tried to find out whether origin of toys is traceable, i.e. whether information about manufacturer or importer are available and whether products are equipped with other obligatory information. In cases when information contained certain restrictions, inspectors checked whether consumers were informed about reasons for such restrictions. At the same time they inspected whether toys are equipped with obligatory CE marking of conformity as determined for manufacturers in section 4, par. 1 of the GO No. 86/2011 Coll.
Besides the CE marking of conformity, other obligatory marking of toys was inspected, namely whether age category for which the toy is intended was displayed on the label, packaging or in instructions for use, including reasons for age restrictions. Inspection of affixed warnings, instructions and safety information that have to be displayed in Czech was also carried out. 
Detected flaws concerning obligatory marking of toys
· Distribution of toys to which distributor is not able to deliver data necessary to identify commercial entities that supplied the particular product;
· Distribution of products that obviously failed requirements determined by applicable law and GO, i.e. without identification of manufacturer or importer of a particular toy, consumer information about reasons of possible restrictions for certain age categories for which toys are not suitable, or such information was not provided in Czech. 

Results of laboratory analysis of collected toys samples 

During the second quarter of 2015, 12 types of toys were collected for inspection of safety in Czech shops. 11 products failed requirements for safety, only one toy (a jumping zebra) met the requirements.
Collected products that failed safety requirements of GO No. 86/2011 Coll.:

· Crab and frog with magnet (small parts; magnetic flow index) 

· Plastic pull-along fish (small parts) 

· Lighting rubber doll (small parts, long elastic cord) 
 

· Clockwork plastic duck (small parts) 

· Revolver with suction cups* (small parts)

· Plastic children’s strawberry-shaped guitar (excessive heat in the battery area, increased level of acoustic pressure);
· Bee with a magnet* (small parts) 
· Plastic flower in a flowerpot* (magnetic flow index)
· Cuddly battery elephant* (small parts, excessive heat in the battery area) 

· Textile snowman* (small parts) 

*) Individual press releases concerning these products will be published after test protocols and elaboration are evaluated 

Risk analysis results 

The most frequent reasons for danger concerning inspected products were small parts. Some of them released within pull tests. Toys with magnet had excessive magnetic flow index. Elastic cords were too long. Heat in the battery and covers area was excessive. Level of acoustic flow was increased. These products can pose a risk of injury or serious health damage to children’s users which was why the Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited further offer and sale of these products. 

Taken measures and imposed sanctions

In the 2nd quarter of 2015, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed measures prohibiting further sale of 7,440 pieces of toys amounting to the total of 220,049 CZK. Inspection findings by CTIA inspectors showed that products were not labelled with the CE marking of conformity, identification of manufacturer or importer was not displayed on the product, warnings and safety information in Czech were missing, products were not marked with information about for which age they are intended. Other reasons were results of laboratory tests of collected toys samples, especially construction defects (small parts, long cords, magnetic flow index, excessive heat, increased level of acoustic pressure).
In case that the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detects dangerous toys, it transfers documentation concerning such products to the contact point at the Ministry of Industry and Trade which notifies it into the RAPEX system. Some of the above mentioned dangerous toys have already been published in the RAPEX database. 
In total 149 fines amounting to 1,523,000 CZK were lawfully imposed in the monitored period. This number included – besides 89 fines amounting to about 510,000 thousand CZK imposed for breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products – 33 fines amounting to 453,000 CZK imposed for violations of more laws at the same time and fines amounting to about 560,000 CZK for violations of obligations stipulated to sellers by the Act on Consumer Protection. Breaches of the Act on Consumer Protection included use of deceitful commercial practices, failure to comply with information obligations, e.g. about price or consumer rights concerning claims as well as failure to properly fill in bills of purchase.

Conclusion
Continuous evaluation of the inspection action carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority proved repeated flaws, especially offer of these selected products without CE marking, sale of anonymous toys without identification data about manufacturer or importer, offer of toys that are not equipped with warnings or reasons of dangers or such information are provided only in a foreign language. Therefore CTIA pays permanent attention to the monitoring of the whole distribution chain and uses all available means to search for commercial entities responsible for distribution of toys from other member states of the European Union to the Czech market. Increased attention will be paid to importers of toys from third countries in which major part of noncompliant and risky toys origin. 
� http://www.coi.cz/magnetky-s-motivem-zviratek-jsou-nebezpecne-nc1619/


� http://www.coi.cz/hracky-slozene-z-malych-dilku-jsou-pro-deti-nebezpecne-nc1646/


� http://www.coi.cz/svitici-medvidek-je-pro-deti-nebezpecny-nc1632/


� http://www.coi.cz/plastova-kacenka-je-na-hrani-nevhodna-nc1620/
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