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	PRESS RELEASE


Fewer problematic laser pointers in the market
(Final report of the project on 2015)

(Prague, November 19, 2015) Inspection action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority which focused on laser pointers was carried out to check appearance of these products in the market as well as inspect compliance with safety requirements and other obligations stipulated for their offer and sale. Market monitoring proved that most sellers reduced the offer of this problematic assortment or stopped selling these products at all. Inspectors detected offer of these products only in 35 of 118 monitored workplaces. However, flaws were discovered in 31 cases. “It is positive that laser pointers are not available in high numbers in the retail market anymore as it used to be in previous years. Despite this fact the problematic assortment will remain under permanent CTIA surveillance because inspectors detected flaws in almost 90% of inspections. I recommend consumers not to underestimate marking of radiation class and to respect safety warnings within use. Use of unlabelled laser pointers is hazardous,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the CTIA.

During the inspection action, i.e. from June 1 to September 15, 2015, CTIA inspectors visited in total 118 subjects supposed to offer and sell laser pointers. Sale of these particular products was detected in 35 cases indeed. Subsequent inspections were carried out concerning compliance with particular legal regulations (the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, Government Order No. 616/2006 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for products relating to their electromagnetic compatibility, and the Government Order No. 481/2012 Cool. on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment, requirements of the Act No. 102/2001 Coll. on General Safety of Products, and the Commission Decision 2014/59/EU. 
CTIA officers inspected whether laser pointers offered for sale in the retail market are equipped with necessary requirements in compliance with applicable government orders and whether vendors sell products that could increasingly endanger the health or safety of users, namely due to unsuitable mechanical and physical characteristics, bad construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings as well as other information necessary to meet the elementary safety requirements. Inspected products were assessed according to the requirements of the European standards ČSN EN 60825-1 ed. 2:2008 Safety of laser products and ČSN EN 60825-1 ed. 3:2015.

	Inspections of laser pointers in 2015

	Inspectorate
	Inspections of shops with detected products
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	Středočeský and Prague
	4
	2
	50.0%

	Jihočeský and
	2
	1
	50.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	13
	13
	100.0%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	7
	6
	85.7%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	2
	2
	100.0%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	3
	3
	100.0%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	4
	3
	75.0%

	Total
	35
	31
	88.6%


Out of the total of 35 inspected commercial entities that offered laser pointers, 31 cases (88.6 %) violations of generally binding legal regulations were discovered. Inspections were detected concerning 33 distributors and 2 importers. 
Inspections of accompanying documentation
Within inspections of accompanying documentation and information for consumers, inspectors checked whether product origin is traceable, i.e. whether information about manufacturer or authorised representative or importer are available and whether products are equipped with other obligatory information. It was detected that the CE marking of conformity as well as safety warnings in Czech are missing on products, labels, packaging or in instructions for use. Identification data about the manufacturer, respectively distributor, were also missing within a number of inspected laser pointers.
The following flaws were detected concerning distributors:

· Distribution of products concerning which sellers were not able to prove any data necessary to identify entities that delivered selected products (laser pointers);
· Distribution of products that obviously fail requirements stipulated in law and applicable government order – information about manufacturer or authorised representative or importer is missing as well as safety information for consumers, instructions for use and other information is missing or is not provided in Czech. 

Results of the assessment of collected inspection samples
The following two types of laser pointers were suspected not to comply with requirements with legal regulations concerning the marking of laser class:
· USB Rechargeable Laser Pointer with LED is labelled according to American marking system, i.e. Class III A, which is the equivalent of the Class 3R within the European system of marking. The obligatory CE marking is missing. Data concerning manufacturer, authorized representative or importer is missing in the attached leaflet, on the product and packaging.
· Laser pointer KEY CHAIN LASER is labelled according to American marking system, i.e. Class III A, which is the equivalent of the Class 3R within the European system of marking. The obligatory CE marking is missing. Data concerning manufacturer, authorized representative or importer is missing in the attached leaflet, on the product and packaging.
Within the use of Class 3R lasers, the risk of injury increases with the exposure duration which can be dangerous for the eyes under worst case conditions or in the consequence of intentional direct intrabeam viewing. Class 3R lasers should only be used where direct intrabeam viewing is unlikely.

ČSN EN 60825-1 ed. 3:2015 Safety of laser pointers – Equipment classification and requirements
Imposed measures and sanctions
Within the inspection action, 15 fines amounting to the total of 17,000 CZK became effective and administrative proceedings started with 13 inspected subjects based on violations of generally binding legal regulations. Terminated measures consisting of report on removal of detected flaws or opinion on the inspection were imposed to 16 inspected entities. Prohibition on sale was imposed in 13 cases, namely concerning 217 pieces of products in the total value of 23,396 CZK. 

Conclusion
The results of the surveillance project show that laser pointers aren’t sold as frequently in individual regions as in previous years. During market monitoring, inspectors discovered that most distributors don’t sell these difficult products anymore despite they were expected to do so based on previous inspections. However, subsequent inspections of vendors still selling lasers showed a number of repeating flaws. Sale of these products will still be monitored with regard to the high hazard to users, despite laser pointers are present only in limited amounts in the market.
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