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	PRESS RELEASE


Anonymous toys pose risk to children
(Final report of the project – 2015)

(Praha, April 15, 2015) Throughout the year the Czech Trade inspection Authority monitored the offer and sale of toys intended for children from 3 to 14 years and its officers inspected whether toys are equipped with the required data and information in compliance with applicable legal and technical regulations, i.e. whether there are toys to endanger the health or safety of children in the consequence of their unsuitable mechanic and physical characteristics, bad construction, insufficient or incorrect warnings or absence of other information necessary to meet the elementary safety requirements. During 1,094 inspections flaws were detected in 713 cases (65.2%) and 590 fines amounting to more than CZK 6 million became effective. Prohibition of further sale was imposed on 20,648 pieces of toys in the price of CZK 1.2 million. “Inspectors detect especially the offer of toys without the CE marking, sale of anonymous toys with no data available, without obligatory safety warnings and description of possible risks or toys with information in foreign languages only. Only 5 of 18 toys sampled for the inspection of safety met the technical requirements. This is why it is necessary to keep inspecting the field of these products intended for a very vulnerable group of consumers,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
The annual toys market surveillance was focused on compliance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products that are laid down in detail in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys, and a harmonized set of standards ČSN EN 71 Safety of toys and ČSN EN 62115 Electric toys - Safety, that lay down individual technical and safety requirements for toys.

Inspectors continuously checked whether toys offered in the market are equipped with requirements and whether some toys could endanger the health and safety of children with regard to their unsuitable mechanic and physical characteristics, bad construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings as well as other information on products which is necessary to meet elementary safety requirements. 

Radio controlled toys were also inspected, namely in cooperation with the Czech Telecommunication Office (CTO). These toys, the so called RC models, can be operated only on frequencies compliant with the regulations issued by the CTO, i.e. the authority responsible for the spectrum management. These toys must be equipped with the Declaration of Conformity (according to the Government Order No. 426/2000 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Radio and Telecommunication Terminal Equipment).

During the surveillance project held from January 5 to December 12, 2015, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 1,094 inspections of toys intended for children from 3 to 14 years. The inspections were targeted on both specialized sale of toys and inspections of workplaces where toys are just one of offered product types inspected within an action focused on one seller.
	Inspections of toys in 2015

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	Středočeský and Prague
	161
	109
	67.7%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	79
	39
	49.4%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	319
	220
	69.0%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	256
	181
	70.7% 

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	78
	57
	73.1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	91
	25
	27.5%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	110
	82
	74.5%

	Total
	1,094
	713
	 65.2%


Results of inspections of accompanying documentation
Within inspection of accompanying documentation and consumer information CTIA officers inspected whether the origin of toys is traceable (availability of information about manufacturer or importer) and whether products are equipped with other obligatory information. In case that such information contained certain limitations (e.g. a pictogram unsuitable for children under three years) inspectors checked whether reasons to this information were provided to the consumer. 
Detected flaws
In the consequence of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) and applicable government orders (GO No. 86/2011 Coll. and GO No. 426/2000 Coll.) the following violations of determined obligations were discovered:

· Sale of toys without obligatory marking with  the CE marking of conformity (violation of manufacturer’s obligation);

· Sale of toys also covered by the government order that lays down rules for radio and telecommunication terminal equipment, without the Declaration of Conformity 

· Violation of the distributor’s obligation to prevent distribution of products that fail requirements of the government order on toys;
· Distribution of selected products concerning which the distributor isn’t able to prove data to identify the products supplier;
· Distribution of products that obviously fail requirements determined in the above mentioned law and the applicable GO; without information about manufacturer or importer of particular toys, without consumer information about possible limitations for use by a certain group of children or display of such information and warnings only in a foreign language. 

Product sampling and detected flaws
During the inspections, CTIA officers also discovered distribution of toys concerning which expert analysis proved noncompliance with the requirements of the standard ČSN EN 71-1 for mechanic and physical characteristics. 18 toys models intended for children above 3 years were sampled to inspections of safety. Product testing was carried out in authorized laboratories. Some toys were professionally assessed by CTIA employees because of obvious noncompliance with the safety criteria. 5 of the sampled products were without defects, 12 products failed the safety requirements and investigations haven’t ended in one case yet. 
In several cases, the manufacturer didn’t indicate the age category of children for who the toy is suitable. If the character of the toy didn’t clearly indicate that such product isn’t suitable for smallest users (e.g. sets for chemical experiments, complex building kits and so forth), the toys were considered as intended for all children. Such products were assessed according to stricter requirements that relate to toys for smallest users. 

Hazard analysis was elaborated for all noncompliant toys intended for children from 3 to 14 years and the hazard rate of particular toys was assessed. In cases of medium or serious risk the Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited further offer and sale of products by final distributors and subsequently notified the dangerous toys into the system RAPEX. 

Imposed measures and sanctions
Prohibition of further sale of products that failed conditions for being placed on the market and let into distribution was imposed on 20,648 pieces of toys amounting to CZK 1,209,591.During 2015, in total 590 fines amounting to CZK 6,027,500 were lawfully imposed for breaches of generally binding legal regulations.

Conclusion
Inspector’s findings still repeat. Administrative defects most frequently concern offer of toys without CE marking, offer of anonymous toys, i.e. products whose origin is unknown, sale of toys without identification data, without obligatory safety warnings indicating whether the particular products were unsuitable for children under 3 years but possible risks were explained by pictograms. Information provided only in a foreign language are a permanent problem. Some distributors lastingly underestimate the obligation to identify the commercial entity that delivers them the goods and during inspections they aren’t able to prove how they bought the products. Therefore the inspections will continue in the upcoming period because it is necessary to protect the smallest and easily vulnerable consumers who are unable to defend themselves against the hazard of injury. 
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