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	PRESS RELEASE


Watch out when purchasing garden machinery
(Final report of the project of 2015)

(Praha, April 20, 2016) When the spring is closing in, gardeners wonder about a better weather for their work in the garden and also check whether their old garden machinery can help them or whether it is necessary to get rid of some old machines and replace them with new ones or buy any missing product. If they choose garden combustion-engine-powered machinery, knowledge of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority from an inspection project carried out in 2015 could help them. 115 product types of small garden equipment were inspected at 90 entities and inspectors detected flaws in 10 cases of 10 product types. “Within the inspection action especially defects of formal nature were discovered, such as shortcomings in EC Declaration of Conformity, missing marking on products as well as defects in accompanying documentation, e.g. missing Czech translation. Despite inspections proved that the knowledge of importers and manufacturers is mostly on a good level regarding technical legislation, consumers are recommended not to underestimate marking and labelling of products and their machinery with accompanying instructions for use as well as information in Czech. They can avoid possible subsequent complications during the use or maintenance of the machinery,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 
The aim of the inspection action of the Czech Trade inspection Authority was to inspect compliance with the obligations stipulated for marketing small garden equipment and sale by the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products. Inspections were targeted only on rotating lawn mowers, trimmers, brush cutters and verticutters powered by engine and not by any electric motor. The goal was to inspect whether products that fail the stipulated requirements for safety are placed on the market and whether accompanying documentation is affixed to these products.
Engine powered products of small garden equipment are products selected to assessment of conformity with applicable government orders – government order (GO) No. 176/2008 Sb. (Directive 2006/42/EC) that lays down requirements for machinery and related GO No. 616/2006 Sb. (Directive 2004/108/EC) – electromagnetic compatibility, GO No. 9/2002 Coll. (Directive 2000/14/EC) – noise emissions and GO No. 365/2005 Coll. (Directive 97/68/EC) – on the emission of pollutants from exhaust gases of spark ignition engines to be installed in non-road mobile machinery. 

Inspections concerning accompanying documentation on products
Individual inspections were focused on whether marketed products are properly marked and equipped with complete accompanying documentation in compliance with law and applicable government orders. In total 115 product types were inspected during 90 inspections at 89 distributor and 1 manufacturer.
Detected shortcomings
· Distributors didn’t provide instructions for use of the following products in the original language (pursuant to the affix 1 of the Directive 2006/42/EC on machinery): petrol-powered lawn mower, type G42S-A, model VeGA 42 SDX and petrol-powered lawn mower, type G46SHL-B, model VeGA 46 HWXV.

· Required data on the measured level of acoustic performance/LWA (pursuant to the requirement of Affix II f the Directive No. 2000/14/EC on noise emissions) weren’t displayed in the EC Declaration of Conformity relating to the following products: petrol lawn mower, type G46SHL-B, model VeGA 46 HWXV, petrol lawn mower, type G42SA, model VeGA 42 SDX and motor lawn trimmer, the brand Active, model 4.5B;
· Information of the use and maintenance of the product AL-KO Highline typ 46.5 SP – A was absent;
· The company which stated to be the manufacturer of the product didn’t provide instructions for use in Czech concerning the  lawn mower HECHT 5564 SB, model DYM 1579 S-3, Serial No. 1500085;

· As regards the lawn mower RIWALL PRO RPM 4220 it was detected that the following invalid standard was referred to: ČSN EN 8351-A1 Garden machinery - Motor reapers – Safety, 1999-01-01 (the standard was issued on December 1, 1998 and came into effect on January 1, 1999 and it became invalid on May 1, 2012); 

· Declaration of Conformity issued by the manufacturer concerning petrol lawn mower GTM professional didn’t contain any reference to the used harmonized standard as determined by the Directive of the EP and the Council 2006/42/EC from May 17, 2006, on machinery, affix II.

Shortcomings in other obligatory marking on inspected products as required by legal regulations:

· Determined data on measured level of acoustic performance (LWA) pursuant the requirement of the Directive on noise emissions (2000/14/EC, attachment II.) weren’t provided;
· Instructions for use of the petrol mower AL-KO Highline type 46.5 SP-A didn’t contain information the way of use of the product, information about the way of maintenance, risks connected with the use of the product, safety warnings against risks during product use, alerts concerning age categories of users that can be endangered during product use. Safety information wasn’t provided on the mower engine;
· Information and alerts concerning machinery equipment of the wheel-drive rotary mower WORLD W55 3S with petrol engine Briggs&Stratton 625 Series were displayed (as determined by Affix No. 1, Section 1.7.1 of the GO No. 176/2008 Coll.) in the combination of pictograms and written information and alerts. Nonetheless, a part of the information was displayed only in a foreign language and not in Czech, i.e. in the official language of the Member State were the equipment was marketed or put into operation;
· During an engine check carried out together with the responsible person it was discovered that complete obligatory marking wasn’t displayed on the rotary mower VeGA 465 SDX with a petrol engine VeGA although it is required by section 8 and Affix No. 1 and 6 of the GO No. 365/2005, on the emission of pollutants from exhaust gases of spark ignition engines to be installed in non-road mobile machinery. EC approval marking, i.e. the EC approval number, was missing too;
· Other inspected products, the petrol lawn mower, type G46SHL-B, model VeGA 46 HWXV, engine edge trimmer Active, model 4.5B, and a combi system for garden maintenance 4 in 1 PROTECO Fusion, weren’t equipped with the EC approval marking in compliance with Affix No. 6 of the Directive No. 97/68/EC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to measures against the emission of gaseous and particulate pollutants from internal combustion engines to be installed in non-road mobile machinery.
Overview of technical standards laying down requirements for small garden machinery:

ČSN EN ISO 5395-1 Garden Equipment - Safety Requirements for Combustion-Engine-Powered Lawnmowers - Part 1: Terminology And Common Tests
ČSN EN ISO 5395-2 Garden Equipment - Safety Requirements for Combustion-Engine-Powered Lawnmowers - Part 2: Pedestrian-Controlled Lawnmowers
ČSN EN ISO 14982 Agricultural and Forestry Machinery - Electromagnetic Compatibility - Test Methods and Acceptance Criteria
ČSN EN ISO 11806-1 Agricultural and Forestry Machinery - Safety Requirements And Testing For Portable Hand-Held Powered Brush-Cutters And Grass-Trimmers - Part 1: Machines Fitted With An Integral Combustion Engine
ČSN EN 13684+A3 Garden Equipment - Pedestrian Controlled Lawn Aerators and Scarifiers - Safety
Imposed measures and sanctions
Within the inspection action, three inspected entities (2 distributors and 1 manufacturer) were imposed measures pursuant to the Act on Inspection that were fulfilled in the required time limit. 

Four inspected entities (distributors) were imposed a measure pursuant to the Act on Technical Requirements for Products as amended – to take necessary action to remove the detected shortcomings. 

Prohibition of further distribution was imposed on one mower type which wasn’t equipped with instructions for use in Czech, until the time necessary to carry out the inspection passes. 

In two cases inspectors imposed on-the-spot fines amounting to CZK 3,000 based on violations of the Act on Consumer Protection and administrative proceedings have been held with four inspected entities concerning sanctions to be imposed for breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products.
Conclusion
Serious flaws concerning obligatory marking and labelling of products were detected within the inspection project of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out in 2015 focusing on small combustion-engine-powered garden machinery. All inspected products were equipped with the obligatory CE marking. Inspectors detected formal shortcomings relating to the EC Declaration of Conformity, missing marking and labelling on products and defects in accompanying documentation. Inspected entities were imposed appropriate measures to remove the defects. Results of most inspections proved that the knowledge of manufacturers and importers concerning compliance with technical regulations on small garden machinery is on a good level as regards sufficient information for safe use of the selected product types.
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