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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of water scooters limited by market offer 

(Final report of the project of 2015)

(Prague, May 13, 2016) Inspection action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was aimed at the inspection of fulfilment of legal regulations by distributors of water scooters defined as recreational crafts. There aren’t many distributors of these products in the Czech market because of high prices of water products and prohibition to use combustion-engine-powered crafts on water dams and watercourses as stipulated by the applicable decree. An inspection of one water scooter type manufactured abroad showed only a formal shortcoming which was subsequently removed by the distributor.
The inspection project focusing on sale of water scooters defined by the applicable government order as recreational crafts was carried out by the unit of technical inspection of the Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate in 2015. Surveillance concerned distributors of water scooters, i.e. selected products pursuant to the Act No. 22/1997 on Technical Requirements for Products and the Government Order No. 174/2005 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for recreational crafts. 
The subject of the inspection was the marking and labelling of water scooters as well as data displayed on product labels, in accompanying documentation and in Owner’s manual for water scooters which contains also instructions for use and maintenance. Particular steps to identify the offer of the respective products were taken during the inspection action. It was found out that water scooters usually aren’t physically at disposal and the sale is realized after a deposit is paid by the consumer. Hence, physical inspection was carried out only at one distributor – 1 water scooter was collected and inspected. Other 9 entities didn’t store these products. 

Inspection results 

The inspected water scooter was manufactured by the company Bombardier Recreational Product Inc., Canada, and the authorized representative for the EU was the company BRP Europe N. V., Gent, Belgium. The water scooter type was distributed to the Czech Republic by the company BRP European Distribution SA Switzerland. 

The standard ČSN EN ISO 10087 Small crafts – Craft identification and ČSN EN ISO 10240 Small crafts – Owner’s manual were applied during the assessment. No flaws were discovered during the inspection of accompanying documentation and marking of the product (data and information on the label). The provided Owner’s manual included the EC Declaration of Conformity in English. The distributor later provided the Declaration of Conformity in Czech based on a measure imposed by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and, hence, removed the detected formal shortcoming.
Conclusion
During the surveillance action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on distribution of water scooters in the Czech market, one product was inspected at one distributor. Other products weren’t at disposal during the inspection. A formal flaw was detected within the inspection and was removed by the distributor already during the inspection, so no sanction measure was imposed. 
It is necessary to add that water scooters are offered for CZK 200,000 and more. They can be purchased only based on a concrete offer against a deposit payment. This is why they aren’t stored by distributors. There are only few distributors in the Czech market. The sale of water scooters didn’t increase despite the use of combustion-engine-powered recreational crafts on some water dams was permitted by the decree No. 46/2015 Coll. from April 15, 2015.
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