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	PRESS RELEASE


Alcohol without defects. Its sale still with flaws
(Final report n results of inspection action of 2015)

(Prague, May 20, 2016) Preventive inspections carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority aiming at sellers of alcohol didn’t prove offer, sale or storage of alcoholic beverages that would fail the requirements of the Act on Excise Duties and the Act on Obligatory Labelling of Spirits. During 4,641 inspections, the CTIA officers detected violations of other legal regulations and damaging consumer rights by vendors in more than 40% of inspected workplaces. More than 1,700 fines exceeding CZK 5 million were lawfully imposed for the detected flaws. “Good news for consumers of alcohol is that inspectors didn’t detect any sale of unlabelled alcoholic beverages within almost 5,000 inspections. On the other hand, the high rate of other defects isn’t good especially for the Czech hospitality. Inspectors most frequently discovered that consumers didn’t get proper information about prices of the offered assortment, were cheated concerning amount of drinks and vendors incorrectly billed purchases or consumptions. Therefore we included about the same number of inspections of sale of alcoholic beverages in the plan of activities for 2016,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
In the period from January 1 to December 31, 2015, in total 4,641 inspections were carried out within an inspection action focused on compliance with obligations stemming to vendors from generally binding legal regulations within offer and sale of alcoholic beverages. Violations of generally binding legal regulations were discovered in 1,984 cases, i.e. 42.7%. Share of individual inspectorates, number of inspections and detected breaches are displayed in the following chart:
	Sale of alcoholic beverages in 2015 

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	590
	282
	47.8%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	803
	306
	38.1%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	510
	257
	50.4%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	613
	276
	45.0%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	917
	322
	35.1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	531
	271
	51.0%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	677
	270
	39.9%

	Total
	4,641
	1,984
	42.7%


During the inspection action the Czech Trade Inspection Authority cooperated with state administration bodies, especially the Police of the Czech Republic, trade licensing offices and other bodies executing market surveillance in the respective field.
Detected violations of the Act on Consumer Protection and other legal regulations

The Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection was most frequently breached within the inspection action. Vendors breached its provisions in the following 2,350 cases: 

· Most frequent violation was the failure to inform the consumer about prices of offered products or services (section 12) – detected in 908 cases;
· Principles of fairness of sale were breached by sellers in 722 cases (section 3);

· Bill of purchase of products or provision of services wasn’t issued at all or wasn’t issued with all requirements based on consumer’s request in 338 cases (section 16); 

· Violation of information obligations concerning products or incomplete identification of their manufacturer, importer or distributor, including information in Czech, was discovered in 217 cases (sections 9, 10 and 11);
· Other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection were violated to a minor extent.

Violations of other generally binding legal regulations, especially the Act on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority (Act No. 64/1986 Coll.), were detected in 295 cases.
Imposed measures and sanctions
Prohibition of sale was imposed on 3,226 pieces of products amounting to CZK 140,473 because they failed conditions for being marketed. Prohibition of use was imposed on 280 pieces of measuring instruments without any valid certification.
Based on the detected violations of generally binding legal regulations, in total 1,723 fines amounting to CZK 5,315,700 were lawfully imposed during the inspection action from January 1 to December 31, 2015.
Conclusion
Inspections carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in 2015 didn’t prove any case of offer, sale or storage of alcoholic beverages that would fail the requirements of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll. on Excise Duties or the Act No. 307/2013 Coll. on Obligatory Labelling of Products. However, other detected flaws have proved that vendors don’t comply with other laws. Therefore inspections of the particular assortment have been included in the plan of inspection activities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in 2016 as well. They will be carried out with the same intensity based on both preventive reasons and the high rate of violations of other legal regulations. 
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