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	PRESS RELEASE


Life jackets must protect users against drowning 
(Final report of the project for 2015)

(Prague, June 16, 2016) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on inspections of life jackets and buoyancy aids offered in the market network that are intended as personal protection devices for persons carrying out their work or spare-time activities in water or close to it. These jackets shall provide a reasonable assurance of protection against drowning to the person situated in water. 13 types of personal flotation devices were inspected at 13 entities during the inspection project. Shortcomings concerning information provided by the manufacturer were detected concerning four inspected types and in three cases it was discovered that products are marked with already invalid standard at the date of their production. 
Flotation devices that are offered to consumers in the retail market were subject to the inspection carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Its officers inspected whether products meet the technical requirements as determined by the Government Order No. 21/2003 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for personal protective equipment. These products are intended for persons carrying out activities in water of close to it during their work or spare time and, hence, these products shall provide a certain assurance of protection against drowning to a person situated in water. 
Evaluation of the inspection of accompanying documentation concerning the product
Inspections were carried out at 12 distributors and 1 manufacturer and were focused on personal flotation devices, namely life jackets with the performance level 100 (2 product types) and buoyancy aids with the performance level 50 (11 product types). CTIA officers inspected especially accompanying documentation concerning this personal protective equipment, i.e. information provided by the manufacturer, as well as marking and labelling of these products.
All inspected products were labelled with the required CE marking in compliance with the requirements of the appropriate Government Order. Nine of the 13 types of inspected products were without defects. Flaws concerning information provided by the manufacturer were detected concerning 4 products, including two cases in which information provided by the manufacturer wasn’t translated to the language of the member state for whose market the personal protective equipment was intended, i.e. to the Czech language, and in 2 cases the information provided wasn’t complete as determined by the applicable technical standard (in the consequence of the government order):
· Life jacket X-TREME RENT (level 50) was marked with the standard ČSN EN ISO 12402-5, it was detected that the information regarding instructions for storage provided in the attached information in writing didn’t comply with information provided directly on the product;
· Life jacket X Elements Canoe green (level 50 – buoyancy aid), marked with the standard ČSN EN ISO 12402-5 – information provided by the manufacturer didn’t contain any serial number and the quarter/month and year when it was manufactured. 

In both cases, in compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (section 18, par. 2, letter b) of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) the inspected persons were imposed a measure consisting of the obligation to remove the detected flaws, their causes and harmful consequences, or to take immediate necessary measures for remedy. Distributors ensured the removal of the detected defects in the determined time limit, so no sanction measure was imposed. In the first case the product was returned to the manufacturer. The other distributor provided to the inspectors a document, i.e. information provided by the manufacturer in writing, with all requirements.
· Distributor withdrew the life jacket JET PRO (level 60), marked with the standard ČSN EN ISO 12402-5, from sale because the product wasn’t equipped with translated information provided by the manufacturer as required by the provision of point 1.4 of the Affix of the GO No. 21/2003 Coll.;
· The same shortcoming was discovered in the case of the product PANAREA art. 6043 (life jacket, level 100) which was marked with the standard EN 395:1994/A1:2000. Also this product was withdrawn from sale by the distributor.

In both cases the detected distributors’ conduct was qualified as violation of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products because they didn’t prevent the distribution of products which obviously didn’t meet the requirements of the law (section 13 par. 9 of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.). The inspected persons were imposed on-the-spot fines. 
Applicable technical standards that lay down the requirements for marking and labelling of products and information provided by manufacturers in writing, i.e. in an explaining leaflet, that shall be affixed to the product, were used during the inspection of personal flotation devices. With regard to the fact that personal flotation devices are products intended for protection of user’s life, these requirements for marking and labelling of products as well as information provided by the manufacturer as determined by the applicable harmonized standard are very concrete and even duplicate in some points. For example the required data that are displayed directly on a product shall be provided also in writing. 
Other detected flaws
In 3 cases it was discovered that the product was marked with already invalid standard when the production date was taken into consideration. In 1 case it was the standard EN 393:1996 which was repealed in 2007, but the respective product was made in 2009. In 2 cases the provided information concerned the standard EN 395:1994/A1:2000 which was repealed also in 2007, but the products were made in 2008 and 2010. 

Imposed measures and sanctions
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed two inspected entities – distributors of the life jacket X-TREME RENT and the life jacket X Elements Canoe (green) – a terminated measure to remove detected flaws. Other two inspected entities that didn’t prevent the distribution of selected products which obviously failed the legal requirements for marketing of the products, namely the life jacket JET PRO and the life jacket PANAREA art. 6043, were imposed on-the-spot fines amounting to CZK 4,000.

Conclusion
Within the inspection of selected products – personal flotation devices – the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected flaws concerning almost one third of the inspected product types. The inspection results proved how important it is to properly check compliance with requirements for marking and labelling of a particular product pursuant to the applicable technical standard. 
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