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	PRESS RELEASE


Unclear origin of toys increases risks

(Report of the 1st quarter 2016)  

(Prague, August 5, 2016) CTIA Inspectors proved frequent violations of laws in the first quarter of 2016 although repeated inspections of toys sellers are carried out. Breaches of applicable regulations were proven in 282 of 501 cases and 220 fines amounting to CZK 1,793,000 were imposed, including 199 cases (almost 40%) that concerned violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and resulted in fines amounting to CZK 846,000. Prohibition was imposed on sale of 6,178 pieces of toys in the price of CZK 283,777. “Unfortunately, there are still products in the market that fail requirements stipulated in legal regulations. Inspection results suggested that not only inspection authorities, but also consumers should pay increased attention to whether the producer or importer is clearly identified on offered toys or its packaging. Anonymous toys fail the requirements for being placed on the market and can also pose a risk resulting from the failure to fulfil elementary requirements of the European legislation,” said the Director General of the CTIA Mojmír Bezecný.  
From January 1 to March 31, 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 501 inspections of toys intended for children from 0 to 14 years and discovered violations of applicable regulations in 282 cases. In 199 cases (i.e. 39.7%) the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) was breached. All types of stores, including specialized shops and grocery shops as well as e-shops and distributors and importers of toys were inspected.
	Inspections of toys for children from 0 to 14 years – results – 1st quarter of 2016 

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Number of inspections with detected violation of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., section 13 par. 9 

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	73
	40
	35

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	60
	34
	21

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	129
	76
	36

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	110
	65
	56

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	22
	9
	8

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	64
	26
	15

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	43
	32
	28

	Total
	501
	282
	199


Inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected accompanying documentation and information which it should contain pursuant to applicable legal regulations. They checked whether information about manufacturers or importers are available to consumers so that the toys origin is traceable and they also inspected whether toys are marked with the CE marking as selected products. Inspections were also aimed at the safety of toys. In the first quarter of 2016, 27 models of acoustic toys were collected within the international surveillance project PROSAFE focused on safety. At present these models are inspected to find out if the acoustic parameters meet the requirements of the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. 

Detected flaws:

1) The following toys were notified into the system of dangerous products RAPEX: 

a) „Scooter Jrl“ – contains exposed surfaces and dangerous spaces between moving parts; insufficient strength of handlebars was detected (danger of collapse); 

b) Solar powered flower – there is a danger of separation of magnets; if the magnets are swallowed by a child, there is a danger of serious health problems; 

c) Baby rattle – the toy failed the pull test, crash test of strength, and pull test – all parts of the product were damaged during all tests and all released parts fitted into the test tube for small parts; 

Prohibition of distribution and withdrawal from the market was imposed on all of the above mentioned toys.
2) In the retail market, products were detected that weren’t equipped with information about the manufacturer or importer, information for consumers and reasons for possible limitations in case the toys weren’t suitable for a certain group of children, or the information wasn’t provided in the Czech language. 

Imposed sanctions
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 501 inspections and found 282 breaches for which 220 fines amounting to CZK 1,793,000 were imposed. 199 cases related to violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products for which 139 fines amounting to CZK 846,000 were imposed. Prohibition was imposed on sale of 450 types of toys, including 6,178 pieces of products for CZK 283,277.
Conclusion
Despite inspections that are continuously carried out, there are still products in the retail market that fail the requirements of the applicable legal regulations. Sellers offer toys without identification data about the manufacturer or importer, toys aren’t equipped with warnings or information for which age group the particular toy is intended. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the CE marking?

When labelling a product with the CE marking, a manufacturer announces that he takes the responsibility for the particular toy being in conformity with all applicable requirements laid down by the applicable harmonized Community legal regulations. 
The CE marking is the only labelling that proves the compliance with the above mentioned regulations. If a toy is placed on the market without this marking, the manufacturer breaches his obligation determined by the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll.
The design of the CE marking is defined in the Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council and according to particular requirements of the applicable GO it has to be placed either directly on the product or its packaging, in user guidelines or warranty certificate. The CE marking must be placed visibly, readably, and indelibly; it is prohibited to use any marking which could be interchanged with the CE marking. 
On the other hand, the CE marking of conformity doesn’t indicate that the particular product was manufactured in the EU and it is no quality mark. Not all products must be labelled with the CE marking. The applicable directive or regulation stipulates categories of products for which the CE marking is obligatory. 
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