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	PRESS RELEASE


Marking and labelling of alcohol was without defects, but fines reached 3 million
(Prague, September 26, 2016) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority didn’t find any violation of legal regulations relating to alcohol, namely the law on mandatory labelling of spirits and the Act on Excise Duties. However, other serious defects were discovered which mostly related to the Act on Consumer Protection. In the evaluated period, 560 fines amounting to almost CZK 3,200,000 were lawfully imposed. “The results of continuous inspections show that the Act on Consumer Protection is still breached, namely within every second inspection. CTIA will keep inspecting this field and pay increased attention to the area of detected defects,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
In the period from August 1 to June 30, 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 1,339 inspections aimed at compliance with obligations stemming to traders from generally binding legal regulations within offer and sale of alcoholic beverages. No violations of legal regulations governing the operations with unmarked spirits and the law on excise duties were detected. However, there are still a number of violations of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection. Infringements of generally binding legal regulations were discovered in 628 cases, i.e. 46.9%. 
	Inspections of sale of alcohol – 2nd quarter of 2016

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	With findings
	In %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	134
	70
	52.2

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	283
	102
	36.0

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	60
	41
	68.3

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	190
	82
	43.2

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	274
	127
	46.4

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	214
	132
	61.7

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	184
	74
	40.2

	Total
	1,339
	628
	46.9


Detested flaws and imposed sanctions
Violations of the Act on Consumer Protection (No. 634/1992 Coll.) were discovered in 782 cases within the inspection action:

· In 335 cases, the provision of section 12 was discovered, i.e. the obligation to inform consumers about prices of offered products or services;
· In 231 cases, CTIA inspectors detected violations of principles of fair sale in the sense of the provision of section 3 of the law (vendor is obliged to sell products of correct weight, amount or number and to allow the consumer to check correctness of these data);
· In 95 cases, breaches of the provision of section 16 was detected – sellers didn’t issue any bill of purchase of a product despite the consumer asked for it or such document was issued without all requirements;
Violations of other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection were discovered to a minor extent. 

Based on the detected breaches of generally binding legal regulations, 560 fines amounting to CZK 3,189,000 were imposed.
Violations of the obligations determined by special regal regulations resulted in prohibition of sale of 1,419 pieces of products amounting to the total of CZK 62,580 and prohibition of the use of 68 pieces of uncertified measurement instruments.
In the period from April 1 to June 30, 2016, the CTIA saw no violation of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll. on Excise Duties, or the Act No. 307/2013 Coll. on Mandatory Labelling of Spirits. However, there are still violations of the Act on Consumer Protection (No. 634/1992 Coll.) that occur within every second inspection. With regard to the detected results, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue in its inspections and keep paying due attention to these issues.
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