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	PRESS RELEASE


Counterfeits for CZK 2.3 million at SAPA
(Praha, November 16, 2016) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority regularly monitors stand sale at Czech marketplaces where counterfeited goods are often offered when labelled with names of famous trademarks. In early November, employees of the Czech Trade inspection Authority carried out an extraordinary inspection action at the SAPA marketplace and collected 493 pieces of products in the value of more than CZK 2.3 million. 

The aim of the action carried out by the inspectors of the Středočeský Inspectorate of the CTIA was to see if products infringing certain intellectual property rights are offered, sold and stored at workplaces situated at the SAPA marketplace. It was a minor operative action within which high number of counterfeited products were collected. In total 4 inspections were carried out and 14 types of products were collected, including 493 pieces of products in the value of more than CZK 2,300,000 when calculated in the prices of originals, namely of the following trademarks - 24 pieces of Minions toys, 28 pieces of Sponge Bob toys, 11 pieces of Thomas & Friends toys and 4 pieces of Me to You toys. Further, 112 pieces of Tangle Teezer hairbrush counterfeits, 137 pieces of Zip Sox stockings, 72 pieces of Nicer Dicer Plus products and 105 pieces of Michael Kors handbags.

Other two inspections that aimed at compliance with obligations determined for sale of goods were carried out at the market place, focusing for example on informing consumers about prices, correct billing, fulfilment of information obligations as regards the offer and sale of products and issue of bill of purchase. Violation of applicable legal regulations, namely failure to inform consumers about prices (section 12 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection) was detected in one case.
Other 2 inspections were carried with the focus on fulfilment of obligations determined by the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, namely the obligations relating to the sale of toys. Inspectors banned further sale of 9 types of products, namely 1,416 pieces of toys in the total value of CZK 13,952. These toys didn’t have the CE marking. Inspectors further found out that on the goods no information, instructions or safety warnings were provided as wasn’t information about the age group for which they were intended. In some cases, the producer or importer wasn’t identified on the toy.
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Media contact: Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich, Spokesperson of the CTIA, phone: 602 105 376, e-mail: jfrohlich@coi.cz
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