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	PRESS RELEASE


Gas quality in Czech households 
(Prague, December 8, 2016) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority regularly monitors products that are used for heating. Besides inspections of firewood and coal, stress is also put on propane-butane which is among the major heat sources in Czech households. 
The aim of the inspection action was to check if sold mixtures of propane-butane for heating purposes meet the quality requirements according to the standard ČSN EN 656481 which determines technical parameters as well as requirements for compliance with obligations stipulated in section 3 par. 1 letter b) of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection according to which vendors are obliged to sell products or provide services in the determined or approved quality. 

Inspected entities were both physical and legal persons offering and providing services connected with the monitored commodity, including filling stations for propane/butane cylinders for heating purposes.
Inspectors carried out 15 inspections and collected 12 samples of heating gas, including one that exceeded the limit of sulphur content. Laboratory analysis proved that the value of this quality parameter was 156.66 mg/kg (maximal value is 1000 mg/kg). The Act on Consumer Protection was breached in 6 cases that mostly concerned the failure to inform about prices of offered products, noncompliance with information obligations and use of invalid certification, although the instruments shall be certified.
Within the inspection action, 4 on-the-spot fines amounting to CZK 4,000 were imposed for violations of legal regulations. Fines for other violations of generally binding legal regulations will be imposed within administrative proceedings. 
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