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	PRESS RELEASE


Czech windows and doors passed CTIA tests 

(Prague, January 24, 2017) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority continuously inspects compliance with legal parameters of construction products. Within international activities of the cooperation group for construction products surveillance, it joined the call for common market surveillance action together with other EU Member States. The joint call related to inspections of windows pursuant to the harmonized standard which is binding for window glass and door panels. Based on documentation elaborated by the above mentioned group, the CTIA prepared a project on inspection and surveillance concerning these products according to the applicable standard. 

Inspection results proved that windows and doors manufactured outside the Czech Republic weren’t compliant. Only a Czech product fulfilled all required standards.  

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspection of 13 commercial entities producing or distributing windows and doors within the project A16004 AdCo CPR – windows and doors, according to the standard ČSN EN 14351-1+A1. The aim of this project is the inspection and surveillance in compliance with the standard ČSN (A16004 AdCo CPR – windows, doors according to the standard ČSN EN 14351-1+A1). CTIA officers focused on the inspection of accompanying documentation of particular products, e.g. characteristics declaration, technical documentation, safety information as well as CE product marking (i.e. Declaration of Conformity – a document in which the manufacturer proves that they correctly assessed the conformity of a product with the applicable government orders; this document is a condition for placing the product in the market based on an assessment of conformity of the particular product with the requirements of the applicable government order). Laboratory tests were also carried out to find out about the heat permeability, water resistance, resistance to wind as well as air permeability of selected products. An accredited workplace carried out tests in which product characteristics declared by the manufacturer were assessed.
Detected breaches 

· Violations of the Regulation (EU) of the European Parliament and of the Council No. 305/2011 laying down harmonized conditions for the marketing of construction products. This Regulation governs technical requirements for products and determined obligations of commercial entities (manufacturers, importers, and distributors) placing and supplying products on the market. Within 13 inspections of windows and doors it was discovered that 11 manufacturers and distributors didn’t act in compliance with the requirements of the EU Regulation 305/2011. Highest number of breaches were detected at manufacturers, mostly relating to flaws within the content of the characteristics declaration and the CE marking.
· Within 4 inspection sampling and subsequent laboratory tests by an independent accredited workplace, 75% of products were assessed as noncompliant. Manufacturers were mostly based in Germany, Romania, and Hungary. Tests uncovered different characteristics than declared by manufacturers. The only sampled Czech product passed the tests as the only product. 

· Within the international action, 13 inspections of commercial entities were carried out at 8 manufacturers and 5 distributors. 29 types of windows as well as balcony and entrance doors were inspected. 12 products were defective (e.g. flaws concerning marking and labelling, accompanying documentation, contradiction of declared parameters and parameters and values detected during testing) which represented 41% of detected shortcomings; 

· It was also detected that 5 manufacturers and 2 distributors didn’t fulfil the formal compliance especially regarding the CE marking. 

Imposed sanctions 

All inspected commercial entities were asked to remove the detected mistakes, and so they did. Therefore CTIA didn’t take any necessary measures to limit or prohibit the making the particular construction products available in the market. 

Conclusion
Within the inspection action, CTIA focused on distributors and manufacturers of windows and doors. The inspection especially related to all product documentation, marking and labelling, accompanying documentation provided by manufacturers (CE marking, other marking and labelling, safety information, instructions for use as well as other instructions), inspection of technical documentation, and declaration on the product characteristics. The CTIA inspection was focused on standard windows and doors sold by distributors, namely retail chain stores, as well as on direct manufacturers of the particular products. With regard to the fact that in most cases consumers have such construction material made and customized, the product isn’t physically at disposal. Direct sale of windows and doors is carried out only after a binding order is issued and the goods are produced. These products are more costly as they are made according to the customer’s requirements for specific proportions of the product. When the sale is realised through distribution chains, consumers usually use windows and doors in buildings of rather small proportions and lower energy requirements, just like garden houses, garages, and saunas. 
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