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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspection of counterfeits with 5% findings increase 

(Final report of 2016)

(Prague, April 5, 2017) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority saw a 5% annual increase concerning findings in the area of offer and sale of counterfeits in 2016. There were 24.8% inspection findings in 2016, while it was 19.6% in 2015. Inspectors also collected by 11,000 pieces more than in the previous year. The total value of the collected products as calculated in the prices of originals was by about 106 million higher than in 2015. Mainly copies of textile products as well as audio and video carriers were detected last year. The brands were mainly Minions and Michal Kors. „Despite the CTIA carries out intensive inspections aimed at offer, sale and storage of products and provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights, 5% increase in findings was detected. The market with fake products most probably still has its customers who are willing to buy these goods,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
From January 1 to December 31, 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 2,076 inspections during which compliance with provisions of section 8 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection was inspected within the offer, sale and storage of products as well as provision of services infringing certain intellectual property rights. Violations of generally binding legal regulations were discovered in 1,452 cases (69.94%), including 515 cases within which the prohibited offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights were discovered (i.e. 24.8%). 

During the inspections CTIA collaborated with other state administration bodies, namely in 93 cases. It was namely the Police of the Czech Republic in 61 cases, Customs Administration in 22 cases, bodies of hygienic surveillance in 4 cases, trade licensing offices in 3 cases, State Labour Inspection Office in 1 case, Alien Police in 1 case and an authorized representative of trademarks owners in 1 case.
	Inspections – counterfeits in 2016

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected findings in %

	
	
	Total
	 Section 8*
	Total
	 section 8*

	Středočeský and Prague
	179
	96
	56
	53.6%
	31.3%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	167
	141
	54
	84.4%
	32.3%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	829
	564
	179
	68.0%
	21.6%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	304
	198
	85
	65.1%
	28.0%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	91
	76
	50
	83.5%
	55.0%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	325
	242
	62
	74.5%
	19.1%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	181
	135
	29
	74.6%
	16.0%

	Total
	2,076
	1,452
	515
	69.9%
	24.8%


*section 8 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection – prohibition to offer, sell and store products infringing certain intellectual property rights 

Detected products 

Based on the detected infringements of legal regulations, 1,426 fines amounting to the total of CZK 13,037,000 were lawfully imposed within the inspection action. 

Besides sanction measures, 46,619 pieces of products in the total value of originals amounting to CZK 207,006,430 were collected and stored out of reach of the inspected persons. The collected products were stored out of reach of the inspected persons as required by law. Products that don’t comply with special legal regulations will be confiscated and subsequently destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes as the law determines. 
Share of individual range groups on the total number of collected counterfeits in 2016:
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“Other types of products”” stand for e.g. sun glasses and cases, nail files, hair brushes, lighters, smoking sets, necklaces, bracelets, keychains, knives, paintings, mirrors, helicopters, chargers and scooters. 

The following graph shows the ratio of selected trademarks within the total number of collected products. Trademarks excluded from this chart were detected in fewer than 700 pieces among the collected products. 
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Counterfeits in Europe
The issue of counterfeited products doesn’t relate to the Czech Republic only, but also other EU member states. The European Consumer Centre’s Network (ECC-Net), which is operative in the EU member states as well as Norway and Iceland, receives a number of consumer complaints regarding the sale of illegal copies of popular trademarks especially on the internet. The Network issued the following 10 tips how to avoid counterfeits online.
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