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	PRESS RELEASE


Every third inspection of pyrotechnics with findings in December 
(Prague, January 20, 2016) During December 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a number of inspections focused on compliance with the Act on No. 206/2015 Coll. on Pyrotechnic Articles and the Handling, and the Act on Consumer Protection. CTIA carried out 234 inspections of the offer of pyrotechnic articles and detected flaws in one third of cases. “December inspections showed that every third seller failed legal regulations governing the offer, sale, storage and handling of pyrotechnic articles. Numerous violations of the Act on Consumer Protection also prevail. With regard to the fact that the issue directly influences the safety and health of consumers, CTIA will carry out focused inspections this year as well,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
In December 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections aimed at offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic articles, to find out how physical and legal persons offering, selling and storing pyrotechnic articles comply with the obligations stemming from generally binding legal regulations, namely the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on Pyrotechnic Articles and the Handling, as well as the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on Verification of Firearms and Ammunition. Compliance with the Act No. 634/1991 Coll. on Consumer Protection was also inspected. 

Violations of generally binding legal regulations were discovered within 78 of 234 inspections of sale of pyrotechnics, which represented 33.3% of cases. No significant difference between the situation in 2015 and 2016 wasn’t seen. The ratio of findings was 34.7% within the inspection action carried out in December 2015. 
	Inspection of pyrotechnics – December 2016

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspection
	Inspections with findings
	Ratio of breaches 

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	25
	4
	16.0%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	29
	8
	27.6%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	39
	15
	38.5% 

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	58
	20
	34.5%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	32
	15
	46.8%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	19
	4
	21.0%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	32
	12
	37.5%

	Total
	234
	78
	33.3%


Detected flaws and imposed measures
Violations of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection, most frequently related to sections 9 to 12:

· Sellers didn’t issue any bill of purchase with all requirements based on consumer’s request; they failed to inform the consumer about prices of offered products in compliance with pricing regulations (section 12);
· Flaws were discovered concerning information obligations about manufacturer/importer, products marking and labelling, information about the safe use and the handling (sections 9 to 11). Inspectors in the Ústí and Liberec Regions saw a seller who sold pyrotechnics equipped only with instructions for use in a foreign language only instead of instructions for use in Czech. 

Violations of the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on pyrotechnic articles and the handling were as follows: 

Inspectors also detected sale of pyrotechnic articles that were beyond the due date of the two-year period for use. Some pyrotechnics were sold despite professional skill is needed to handle them. At the marketplace in the Tiskařská Street, 500 kg of explosives were stored despite 80 kg is the maximum permitted weight. The inspected person was imposed to remedy the issue on the spot.
In Northern Bohemia, employees of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected 3 pieces of a product of unclear shape which was offered as a pyrotechnic article (see the picture). The product had unknown composition and was sold for CZK 130 per piece. The product looked like a home-made product and could pose a serious risk to the life and health of consumers. 
Violations of the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on Verification of Firearms and Ammunition
Findings that were out of the scope of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority were transferred to the Czech Proof House for Firearms and Ammunition. 
In most cases of violations, the CTIA imposed measures to remedy on the spot, prohibited further sale of products, and in some cases administrative proceedings will be launched with respective vendors.
Pyrotechnic articles are products that contain explosive substances or a mixture of these substances designed to produce heat, light, sound, gas, smoke or combination of these effects self-sustained exothermic chemical reactions.
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