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	PRESS RELEASE


Three breaches of prohibition to sell were detected on Sept 28
(Prague, September 29, 2017) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 115 inspections relating to the Act No. 223/2016 Coll. on Retail and Wholesale Opening Hours on September 28. Breaches of prohibition of sale during state holidays were detected in three case (i.e. 2.6 %). 

Subject to inspections was the prohibition to sell at supermarkets, hypermarkets, other retail shops, second hand cars bazaars, secondary raw material buy-out centres and pawnshops. Inspections were carried out by each regional inspectorate of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected one violation of the prohibition in Pilsen. It was an online seller who also has ordinary shops with the area larger than 200 m2. Other finding were detected in a pawnshop in Ústí nad Labem and in Olomouc where a second hand shop with used goods was opened. Administrative proceedings will be launched with the traders. 
Note: The Act No. 223/2016 Coll. on Retail and Wholesale Opening Hours prohibits sale in shops with used goods regardless the size of the selling area on selected state holidays (section 2 of the Act No. 223/2016 Coll.).
Overview of inspections in relation to state holidays with closed shops
	Inspection date
	Number of inspections
	Number of findings

	October 28, 2016
	429
	12

	Christmas 2016
	349
	1

	January 1, 2017
	64
	-

	April 17, 2017 (Easter Monday)
	279
	3

	May 8, 2017
	243
	2

	September 28, 2017
	115
	3


In total 8 fines amounting to the total of CZK 95,000 have become effective. Decisions haven’t been lawfully closed in other cases. 
The closest state holiday to which the Act on Retail and Wholesale Opening Hours relates, will be October 28. Breach of the prohibition can be sanctioned by a fine amounting up to CZK 1,000,000. It can reach CZK 5,000,000 in cases of repeated breaches.
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