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	PRESS RELEASE



CTIA assessed inspections of pyrotechnics of 2017
(Prague, March 28, 2018) Last year, CTIA imposed 24 fines amounting to the total of almost CZK 100,000 for breaches of legislation in the field of pyrotechnic articles. The inspections aimed at the compliance with legal regulations within the offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic products. Sale of pyrotechnical items for personal use is a very sensitive field because if traders don’t comply with the requirements, consumers’ health can be at risk. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority saw also very dangerous cases of traders offering pyrotechnical products that can be used only by persons with a special certificate. 

By the end of 2017, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 147 inspections aimed at pyrotechnic articles and detected violations of legal regulations in 67 cases, which represented 45.6% of all cases. 

The main goal of the inspection was the compliance of physical and legal persons with obligations regarding offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic articles. Within the inspection, CTIA followed the original regulation of the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on the authentication of weapons, ammunition and pyrotechnic items, and the new amendment of the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on Pyrotechnic Articles.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority cooperated with the Police of the Czech Republic and the Customs Administration within the inspection. 
	Inspections – Pyrotechnic Articles in 2017

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	16
	6
	37.5%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	6
	3
	50.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	16
	15
	93.8%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	33
	15
	45.5%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	22
	13
	59.1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	23
	3
	13.0%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský  
	31
	12
	38.7%

	Total
	147
	67
	45.6%


Detected breaches
Most frequently, namely in 74 cases, the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection was breached:

· In 24 cases, consumers weren’t informed about the prices of sold products (section 12);
· In 18 cases, no bill of purchase as issued with all required information was issued (section 16 par. 1) 

Violations of other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection and other legal regulations were discovered to a minor extent. 
Violations of the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on Pyrotechnic Articles and the Handling and amending certain acts (Pyrotechnics Act), were detected in 36 cases:

· In 13 cases, shortcomings were detected regarding the evidence of stored pyrotechnic articles (section 26 par. 3);
· In 8 cases, general requirements for storage of pyrotechnic articles were infringed (section 26 par 1);
· In 5 cases, inspectors detected violations of the prohibition to store or sell pyrotechnic articles of higher category than F1 (least dangerous pyrotechnics, including sparklers, bang snaps, crackling strings etc. that can be sold to persons above 15 years of age) away from business premises or storage.
· In 6 cases, pyrotechnic articles of the category F1, F2 were sold to persons below 18 years (products of these categories pose low hazard and include firecrackers, 
Roman candles, small rockets, small compacts, long sparklers, Greek fires, big rotating objects etc.; these products can be sold to persons above 18 years);
· In 4 cases, violation of the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. was detected; this is not in the surveillance competence of the CTIA and regards offer of pyrotechnic articles of the category F4 (can be used only by persons with a fireworks launcher card).
Breaches of the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on the authentication of weapons, ammunition and pyrotechnic items, were found in the following 5 cases:

· In 3 cases trader breached the obligation to store and sell pyrotechnic articles in compliance with safety marking displayed on the product and instructions for use (section 16b par. 3);
· In 1 case, inspectors found violations of conditions for storage and sale of pyrotechnic articles that weren’t stored and sold on the premises in compliance with the requirements for construction regulations (section 16b par 2);

· In 1 case, prohibition on sale of pyrotechnic articles in stands was breached (section 16 par 5).

Imposed measures
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited the sale of 264 items of pyrotechnic articles in the total value of CZK 59,785. 

24 fines amounting to the total of CZK 96,000 were lawfully imposed based on detected breaches of binding legal regulations. 
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