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Names of manufacturer or importer often missing in inspected toys
(Praha, January 8, 2019) In the third quarter of 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out in total 303 inspections of toys intended for children under 14 years. Violations of legal regulations were discovered in 218 cases. In total 1,032 models of toys were inspected within the inspection. Shortcomings were discovered in case of 686 models and CTIA prohibited marketing of 335 models. “The same shortcomings repeat in some models of toys. Toys haven’t got the precise identification or CE marking of conformity, and their manufacturer or importer to the EU aren’t displayed. Products aren’t equipped with warnings or such information are displayed only in foreign languages, CTIA inspectors also often see cumulating of administrative defects,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspection aimed especially at compliance with the requirements of the Act No 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, as specified in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products. 
In this period, CTIA carried out in total 303 inspections focused on toys models intended for children under 14 years. Inspections were carried out especially at distributors of toys (297 inspections). Other inspections were carried out at importers to EU (5 inspections) and one manufacturer. Violations of legal regulations were detected within 218 inspections, including 180 cases in which the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. was breached. 

Detected breaches
CTIA officers inspected 1,032 toys models. Within the inspection of accompanying documentation and consumer information, they focused on the traceability of the toys origin, i.e. availability of information about the manufacturer or importer and other obligatory information. In case that such information contained certain restrictions, e.g. pictogram “unsuitable for children under 3 years”, officers inspected if the reasons for such limitations were announced to the consumer.
Out of the total bumbler of 1,032 inspected models, shortcomings were detected in case of 686 models (in some cases several administrative defects accumulated in an individual inspected toy model): 

· In 413 cases, shortcomings related to identification of the manufacturer of the toy;
· 343 cases related to shortcomings relating to the identification of the importer;
· In 297 cases, there were flaws in the accompanying documentation – completely missing instructions for use and warnings;
· In 248 cases, flaws were found in the accompanying documentation – missing warnings and instructions in Czech; 

· In 184 cases, flaws were discovered in the obligatory marking with the type, serial number and model name of toys.
During the 3rd quarter of 2018, CTIA inspectors assessed 4 dangerous toys: a children’s folding scooter, night lamp “Minions”, children’s umbrella with a whistle, and a plastic book with a lamp „Belly Bear“. Hazard analysis proved a serious risk of possible injury. Information about the occurrence of these toys were published in the RAPEX system and on the website of the CTIA www.coi.cz.

Imposed measures and sanctions 

In the 3rd quarter of 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed in total 227 fines amounting to CZK 1,980,000 for the above mentioned breaches of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., and prohibited the offer and sale of 335 models of toys.
Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

