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	PRESS RELEASE


Be watchful when purchasing construction insulation
(Ostrava, February 5, 2019) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority of the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian Regions inspected the sale of construction products. Specifically, these were pipe insulation products commonly used in thermal insulation of buildings. In total, the CTIA inspected 4 types of products and found deficiencies in all cases. “These products are especially important for the correct thermal pipe insulation. Therefore, it is also desirable that when selecting and purchasing a product, the consumer is properly informed about its properties, possibilities and conditions of use. The absence of required documents and information can lead to improper use of pipe insulation. This would not meet the requirement that the buildings as a whole as well as their individual parts meet the expectations for the intended use, including the safety and health of persons,” said Boris Stabryn, Director of the CTIA Inspectorate in Ostrava.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority of the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian Regions carried out inspections of thermal insulation materials - mineral wool pipe insulation and flexible polyethylene foam pipe insulation, which can be bought by consumers in both ordinary shops and e-shops selling construction materials. The purpose of the inspection was to inspect whether commercial entities, when placing and supplying products on the market, fulfil the obligations imposed on them by European rules, whether such products have the prescribed marking and labelling and are accompanied by the required documentation as well as the required instructions for use and information. 

The CTIA inspected the total of four types of products, including three types of products that were purchased by inspectors directly on the premises of the manufacturer. One type was purchased from a distributor and subsequently investigation was carried out at the manufacturer. Shortcomings were found regarding all the inspected product types. Operators have not ensured that a declaration of properties as well as the CE marking of conformity is affixed when a construction product is placed on the market. The inspected products were not marked with identification data and manufacturer details. In addition, marking and labelling requirements have not been specified as required by the relevant harmonized technical requirements. The product or its label didn’t indicate the declared properties of the product and their levels, in particular the operating temperature range, the fire reaction class, the thermal conductivity coefficient, the release of corrosive substances and the absorption capacity.
"The CTIA recommends consumers - when purchasing a construction product - to require a copy of the declaration of product properties in a printed form, and check whether the CE marking is affixed to the product, that the product is properly labelled and can be, hence, properly identified, whether the manufacturer is identified and whether the information on the properties and use of the product is provided,” Boris Stabryn, Director of the CTIA regional inspectorate.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority ordered the inspected commercial entities to remove the detected non-compliance. Within the inspection, 5 on-the-spot fines amounting to CZK 37,000 were imposed; the inspected entities didn’t comply with the requirements of the European regulation on construction products and thus committed offenses in the sense of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products.
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