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	PRESS RELEASE


Results of inspections of work gloves
(Prague, March 22, 2019) Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a national inspection action focused on work gloves with leather, which are an important personal protective equipment commonly used at work. CTIA inspected 59 types of products at 40 commercial entities. Deficiencies were found in 28 types, which represented 47% of cases. “The benefit of this national inspection action was the fact that the persons responsible for the safety of the inspected products have taken remedial measures to ensure that the deficiencies identified are remedied. Yet, given the relatively high ratio of detected deficiencies, gloves will be inspected for mechanical risks in 2019,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the CTIA Director General.
Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected 59 types of work gloves with leather at 40 commercial entities. Inspections were carried out at 37 distributors and three producers.
The aim of this nationwide project was to verify the fulfilment of obligations stipulated by the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, and the Government Order No. 21/2003 Coll. which lays down the technical requirements for personal protective equipment.
In particular, CTIA officers inspected whether the inspected products meet the technical requirements of the above mentioned legal regulations. Within the project, they inspected product marking and labelling, accompanying documentation and the Declaration of Conformity. The inspection action also included the sampling of products and the assessment of their properties by an accredited testing laboratory. To this end, 14 product samples were taken for laboratory testing to determine whether they met the required technical parameters. Only 2 products complied with the requirements.
In the case of work gloves, a lower protection class has been found compared to the protection class declared by the manufacturer, for example in blade cut resistance, puncture resistance, and abrasion resistance. One glove sample also exceeded the permissible limit of hexavalent chromium content in the glove skin. With this finding, the product poses a serious health risk to its users.
In total, 28 product types didn’t meet the requirements laid down by generally binding legal and technical regulations. In addition to the above mentioned technical deficiencies, flaws were found concerning the mandatory marking (9 glove types), manufacturer identification (2 glove types) and the mandatory CE marking (2 glove types). In addition, instructions for use (7 glove types) were missing or the instructions for use were incomplete (11 glove types).
So far, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 17 fines in the total amount of CZK 54,000 for the above mentioned shortcomings.
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