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	PRESS RELEASE


Consumers pays original products, but get counterfeits
(Continuous report of first quarter of 2019)

(Praha, July 10, 2019) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority regularly inspects whether there are products in the domestic market that infringe certain intellectual property rights. In the first quarter of 2019, it carried out 433 inspections and found non-compliance with this provision in 21% of cases. This is 10% less than for the same period of 2018. In terms of product range in the first quarter of this year, most intellectual property rights were infringed in clothing, textile products, audio-video products and footwear. For the collected products, the highest volumes were registered for the trademarks Crocs, Tangle Teezer, Tommy Hilfiger, Lego, and Gucci. “The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carries out these inspections not only on the basis of its own knowledge, but also on the basis of consumer submissions and submissions of intellectual property rights owners. Given that demand and supply in the area of ​​counterfeited goods continues, the CTIA will consistently continue these inspections,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.
In the period from January 2 to March 29, 2019, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on compliance with the prohibition to offer, sell and store products infringing certain intellectual property rights (Section 8 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection). According to this provision, it is prohibited to offer, sell and store products infringing certain intellectual property rights as well as is prohibited the unauthorized use of a marking and labelling protected under a special legal regulation.
	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections 
	Inspections with findings
	Ratio of findings

	
	
	Total
	§ 8
	Total
	§ 8

	Středočeský and Prague
	25
	21
	14
	84,0%
	56,0%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	25
	22
	7
	88,0%
	28,0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	177
	108
	31
	61,0%
	17,5%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	103
	77
	15
	74,8%
	14,6%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	33
	24
	4
	72,7%
	12,1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	10
	8
	7
	80,0%
	70,0%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	60
	44
	13
	73,3%
	21,7%

	Total
	433
	304
	91
	70,2%
	21,0%


Infringements were found in 304 of 433 inspections (70.2%), including 91 violations of the prohibition of the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights were seen, representing 21.0% of the findings. In the course of this inspection, the CTIA also detected other violations of legal regulations, most frequently relating to the failure to inform consumers about the prices of products offered, failure to issue any bill of purchase based on consumer's request as well as issue of a bill of purchase without all required information, distribution of selected products that obviously failed the requirements of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and on marking and labelling of textile products with material composition.
The CTIA cooperated with other state administration bodies within the inspection. In 28 cases, inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic, Police of the Czech Republic as well as trade licensing offices.
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Graph No. 1: Number of individual range of product groups and number of collected items of products
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Graph No. 2: Number of selected trademarks on the total number of collected products (in items)
Imposed measures
Based on detected findings, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 358 amounting to the total of CZK 4,077,000 for the breaches of legal regulations in the respective period. 
Besides sanction measures, the CTIA collected and placed out of reach of inspected persons in total 5,216 items of counterfeits in the value of originals amounting to the total of CZK 13,401,429. Products that didn’t comply with special legal regulations and that will be confiscated, will subsequently be liquidated or used for humanitarian purposes. 
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