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	PRESS RELEASE


Be careful when buying Christmas chains
(Praha, December 6, 2019) As part of an international project, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections focused on the safety of electric lighting chains purchased in e-shops. It checked the total of 3 types of products and found deficiencies in 2 types.

Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the international inspection event “Christmas online market surveillance campaign 2018”, which was focused on the safety of electric Christmas lighting chains purchased in e-shops. The aim was to inspect the compliance with the relevant laws (see below) at operators marketing such products in the Czech Republic.

CTIA officers carried out 3 inspections at various economic entities. The total of 3 product types were inspected and tested in a selected test facility of TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH - Daimlerstraße 11/85748 Garching, Germany. Here, based on technical testing, it was found that 2 types were noncompliant from an administrative point of view, when mandatory labelling and instructions, which shall contain safety instructions, were not correct. Only 1 product was fully compliant.
Taken action

In one case, the CTIA imposed an on-the-spot fine amounting to CZK 2,000. In one case, it prohibited the product from being made available on the market as there was an irremovable shortcoming in the information provided only by the manufacturer and in one case a measure was imposed to supplement the requested information.

The results of the inspection action on Christmas lighting chains confirm that most inspected products have deficiencies of both technical and administrative nature. The inspections carried out indicate that it is still necessary to keep preventing the use of non-compliant devices with a certain degree of hazard to the consumer.
__________________________________________________________________________  

Inspected applicable legal regulations:

Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of selected products when made available on the market, as amended 

Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, as amended
Government Regulation No. 118/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits delivered to the market (Directive LVD 2014/35/EU);

Government Order No. 117/2016 on conformity assessment of products in terms of electromagnetic compatibility, when placed on the market (Directive EMC 2014/30/EU);

Government Order No. 481/2012 Coll., on the Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and Electronic Equipment (Directive RoHS 2011/65/EU);
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council No. 765/2008 - the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products
Conditions for the manufacturing of extension leads are set by harmonized standards:

EN 60598-1 ed. 6 Luminaires - Part 1: General requirements and tests

EN 60598-2-20 ed. 3 Luminaires - Part 2-20: Particular requirements - Lighting chains

EN 61347-1 ed.3 Lamp controlgear - Part 1: General and safety requirements

ČSN EN 61347-2-13 ed.2 Lamp controlgear - Part 2-13: Particular requirements for d.c. or a.c. supplied electronic controlgear for LED modules
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