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	PRESS RELEASE


Even the extension cords must be safe

(Prague, January 8, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated an inspection aimed at the safety of electrical extension cords, which are often used in households. A total of 13 product types were checked, deficiencies detected in 2 types. "The results of the inspection show that most of the products inspected were satisfactory. This is relatively good news from a consumer protection point of view. Nevertheless, the Czech Trade Inspection Service will continue to carry out this inspection activity," says Mojmír Bezecný, director of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 

In the 2nd half of 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection focused on the safety of extension cords. The aim was to inspect compliance with the relevant legislation (see the list of legal regulations below). The inspected entities placing the products in question on the market, i.e. distributors, importers, producers or authorised representatives.

Within the inspection, 13 inspections were carried out focusing on 13 distributors. A total of 13 product types were inspected. A total of 6 product types were taken for testing. Deficiencies were found in 2 types. In 1 case, deficiencies were found consisting of the lack of security information. 

6 product types taken were tested and 1 type was evaluated as non-compliant due to technical and administrative reasons and 1 type was non-compliant due to administrative reasons. A risk analysis was elaborated for a product that wasn’t technically compliant. A low risk was detected by the CTIA Inspectors. 
Measures imposed and sanctions

CTIA imposed fines totalling to CZK 7,000 in 2 cases. In 1 case, the distributor was imposed to eliminate formal deficiencies, where he is obliged to remove the deficiencies.

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicable legal regulations:

Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of specified products when made available on the market, as amended
Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products as amended in the consequence of the Government Regulation No. 118/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits delivered to the market; Government Order No. 117/2016 on conformity assessment of products in terms of electromagnetic compatibility, when placed on the market
Government Order No. 481/2012 Coll., on the Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and Electronic Equipment (Directive RoHS 2011/65/EU) 
Regulation of the Parliament and of the Council No. 765/2008 - setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products.

The conditions for the production of extension cords are laid down by harmonised standards:
ČSN IEC 60884-1: 2003 + A1: 2014 + A2: 2014 + O1: 2004 + O2: 2015 Plugs and socket-outlets for household and similar purposes –. Part 1: General requirements.

ČN EN 50525-1:2011 Electric cables. Low voltage energy cables of rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V (U0/U). General requirements
ČSN EN 50525-2-11:2011 Electric cables. Low voltage energy cables of rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V (U0/U) - Part 2-11: Cables for general applications - flexible cables with thermoplastic PVC insulation
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