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	PRESS RELEASE


Every third inspected seller violated law during Advent 

(Prague, January 17, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated inspections carried out during the Advent 2019. Inspectors carried them out throughout the Czech Republic and focused on the offer and sale of Christmas goods. The inspections concerned places that consumers visit most often during the Advent, such as advent markets, carp vendors, Christmas trees, decorations, etc. This event also included inspections on the sale of alcohol to minors, for example, at Christmas markets. In total, the CTIA carried out 485 inspections within Advent and the inspectors found violations of law in 141 cases (i.e. 29%). 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority annually inspects the offer and sale of goods that consumers buy in the pre-Christmas period. At the end of 2019, it carried out 485 inspections focusing on the offer and sale of Christmas goods such as Christmas trees, carps and other Christmas decorations. 

CTIA inspectors found deficiencies in 141 cases. This is about the same number of breaches of legal regulations as in 2018, when 444 inspections were carried out and 116 deficiencies were identified. 

On Advent 2019, sellers mostly breached the Consumer Protection Act (No. 634/1992 Coll.). Most often, they did not issue any proof of purchase of products with all requirements, did not comply with the declared amount of drink or weight when selling carps, thus causing financial damage to the consumer, or used uncertified measuring instruments.
The sale of alcohol to minors was also inspected. For example, in east Bohemia, inspectors found that almost 80% of inspected traders sold alcohol to a juvenile and thus violated the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs. In total, they carried out 12 inspections in this region not only at Christmas markets, but also in other establishments, which are widely visited during this period. In 8 cases, they found violations of this law. The sale of mead, griotka, as well as rum to persons under the age of 18, was reported. A fine of up to CZK 1 million can be imposed for breaches of the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs.
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