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Submersible pumps must meet both technical and safety standards

(Prague, 24 August 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated inspections of submersible pumps intended for households, gardens and for pumping polluted water from excavations, pits, muddy ponds for demanding conditions in the construction industry. In the past year, it inspected 27 types of these products and found deficiencies in 13 of them. "The inspection activity on submersible sump pumps fulfilled its purpose. Inspectors focused not only on the marking and technical documentation supplied with the product, which is important for the safe use of pumps, but they also mapped the sale of submersible sludge pumps in the Czech Republic," said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director of the CTIA.

Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 40 inspections to determine whether the submersible sump pumps supplied to the Czech market met the technical requirements of the applicable legislation.

The inspected products of 34 distributors, 5 manufacturers and 1 importer were submersible sump pumps designed to pump polluted water from excavations, pits or muddy ponds, and for demanding conditions in the construction industry, etc., or sludge submersible pumps for the home and garden. These were products marketed as machinery in the sense of the Government Order No. 176/2008 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Machinery.
ČOI officers inspected 27 product types and found deficiencies within 13 types. For some products, they noted multiple deficiencies at the same time. In 8 cases there were deficiencies in the EC Declaration of Conformity which either wasn’t attached to the product or had administrative deficiencies. In 7 cases, there were deficiencies in the marking and labelling of products and in 1 case deficiencies were found in the instructions for use.

Further, inspectors collected 7 types of pumps for laboratory testing. 6 types were evaluated as compliant. One product type taken - The RiwallPRO®, REP 750 submersible sludge pump - did not comply as regards the product labelling, as it did not contain information important to its safe use. 

Inspectors also found a breach of the Act No. 634/1986 Coll., on Consumer Protection. In 3 cases, vendors failed the obligations relating to information on the scope, conditions and method of making a claim, the use of certified measuring instruments and the issue of proof of purchase of the product. 

CTIA imposed 12 fines totalling CZK 40,000 for the detected violations.

________________________________________________________________________________
Applicable legal regulations: 

· Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products
· Act No. 90/2016 Coll. on conformity assessment of selected products when made available in the market
· Government Order No. 176/2008 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Machinery
· Government Order No. 117/2016 Coll., on the assessment of conformity of stated products from the point of view of the electromagnetic compatibility when delivered to the market
· Government Order 481/2012 Coll. on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment
· harmonizovaná norma 
- Pumps and pump units for liquids - Common safety requirements (Czech version ČSN EN 809:1999+A1:2010/Opr.1:2011), this standard is applicable, however not binding
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