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	PRESS RELEASE


Prohibition on retail sales doesn’t apply on January 1, but we cannot count on purchases on New Year’s Day
(Prague, January 1, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority responds to numerous questions from consumers, entrepreneurs and journalists, and explains that the Act on Retail and Wholesale opening hours will not apply again tomorrow, i.e. on January 1, 2021. However, it is still necessary to think about the current measures of the Government of the Czech Republic and to count on consumers will not on New Year's Day. 

In the last days of the year, the Czech Trade Inspectorate intensively explains to consumers and entrepreneurs that the law governing sales on selected public holidays in establishments larger than 200m² will not apply again because of the state of emergency. However, "normal" sale will still not be possible due to the measures taken by the Government of the Czech Republic. In addition, the current measures apply to establishments irrespective of the size of their sales area.

You can find the measures on the Vlada.cz website, which now states: „prohibited - retail sale and the sale and provision of services at facilities on public holidays and other public holidays throughout the day and on other days between 21:00 and 04:59 hours', noting that this prohibition does not apply to activities which are not trades under the Trades Act and to the operation of the following:
a) petrol stations with fuels and lubricants; 

b) pharmacies,

c) outlets where there is an increased concentration of passengers at airports, railway stations and bus stations;

d) outlets in medical facilities,

e) catering establishment facilities to the extent referred to in point I/2,“
See: https://koronavirus.mzcr.cz/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/50_sale-and-services-1376.pdf
Quotation of Act No. 223/2016 Coll., on Retail and Wholesale opening hours:
	ACT No. 223/2016 Coll.,

Act on Retail and Wholesale opening hours 

§ 1

Retail opening hours

(1) In retail, sale is prohibited on the following state holidays and other holidays

a) 1. January - Day of the Renewal of the Independent Czech State and the New Year,

b) Easter Monday,

(c) May 8 - Victory Day,

(d) September 28 - Czech Statehood Day,

(e) October 28 - Date of the Creation of an Independent Czechoslovak State,

(f) December 25 – 1st Christmas day, and

(g) December 26 – 2nd Christmas Day.


(2) Sale in retail is prohibited on December 24, from 12 a.m. to 12 p.m.


(3) Restrictions os sales hours as stated in par. 1 and 2 doesn’t apply on operations of

a) shops with sales area not exceeding m2,

b) fuel filling stations,

c) pharmacies,

d) shops in places with increased concentration of passengers at airports, railway stations and bus terminals,

e) shops in medical facitlities,

f) retail in the time when the state of danger, state of emergency, state of threat to the nation or state of war is declared.

§ 2

The restriction set out in § 1 par. 1 and 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the selling and purchasing hours of pawnshops, workplaces intended for the trading of second-hand goods and equipment intended for the collection and purchase of waste, irrespective of the size of the selling or purchasing area.

§ 3

Offences

(1) A legal person or entrepreneurial physical person commits an offence by operating a retail sale or selling or buying in an establishment referred to in § 2 at the time when their operation is prohibited under § 1 and 2

(2) A fine of up to CZK 1,000,000 may be imposed for the offence referred to in paragraph 1. If a legal person or undertaking a physical person commits the offence referred to in paragraph 1 repeatedly, a fine of up to CZK 5,000,000 may be imposed. 


(3) Supervision of compliance with the obligations laid down by this Act is carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.

§ 4

Coming into force

This Act shall take effect on the first day of the third month following the date of its publication.
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