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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA inspected ski goggles for downhill skiing
(Prague, 3 May 2021) Downhill skiing is an extended and popular winter sport. For users, this means, among other things, the necessity to have reliable equipment, including safe downhill goggles. Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on distributors, importers and producers who place these products on the EU market. It carried out 40 inspections in the domestic market. It detected infringements within 20 inspections.  

In 2020, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 40 inspections at 35 distributors, 3 importers and 2 manufacturers of ski goggles for downhill skiing). It inspected 42 types of these glasses.  The inspection event focused on product labelling, CE marking, accompanying documentation (instructions for use), sampling. The aim of the event was to verify that the ski goggles meet the technical requirements of the above mentioned legislation and thus prevent possible injuries.

In order to verify the most important characteristics according to selected articles of the applicable standard (ČSN EN 174 Eye protection devices – Ski goggles for downhill skiing) 7 samples of downhill goggles were taken and sent to an accredited laboratory. Laboratory tests found that all samples complied with the parameters tested. One sample was with a formal deficiency as it was not accompanied by instructions for use.   

In cases where only the inspection of markings and accompanying documentation was carried out, shortcomings of formal nature were identified. These included, for example, missing instructions for use, mandatory marking or identification of the manufacturer. Economic operators were invited to withdraw products that did not meet the requirements for placing on the EU market from distribution, which they did.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority lawfully imposed fines amounting to the total of CZK 55,000.

Applicable legal regulations:

· downhill goggles fall into the category of personal protective equipment (PPE) Eye protection devices - Goggles for downhill skiing. These are PPE Eye protection devices, section 2.7 Ski goggles of all types, except for correction glasses (according to the Manual for categorization of personal protective equipment). These products fall within the PPE of a simple design - certification category I, therefore they must have a CE marking and an EU or EC declaration of conformity. An EU or EC type-examination certificate from a notified person is not required for that category.

· Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of specified products when they are made available on the market by Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the European Parliament and of the Council, on personal protective equipment and repealing Council Directive 89/686/EEC and, respectively, Act No 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, as amended, and Government Regulation No 21/2003 Coll., laying down technical requirements for personal protective equipment. The products in question are covered by the related technical harmonised standard ČSN EN 174 Eye protection devices – Ski goggles for downhill skiing.
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