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	PRESS RELEASE


Law on prohibition of sales on state holidays applies on May 8
(Prague, 4 May, 2021) Based on many questions from journalists, consumers and businesses, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority states that the Act prohibiting sales on selected public holidays applies on 8 May 2021. Large grocery stores (with a sales area above 200m²) must be closed on May 8. 

Food vendors contact the Czech Trade Inspection Authority to ask if they can also sell on May 8, the Victory Day. This day is one of the selected public holidays, when sales are prohibited according to the Act No. 223/2016 Coll., on Retail and Wholesale Opening Hours. The ban mainly affects establishments with a sales area above 200 m². 

At the same time, of course, all measures of the Ministry of Health concerning retail are in force. 

See: https://www.vlada.cz/cz/media-centrum/aktualne/vyhlaseni-nouzoveho-stavu-180234/#maloobchod 

Victory Day FAQs (May 8, 2021):

→ will grocery stores be closed?

Sales are prohibited in establishments over 200m², so large food establishments must be closed. An exception is sales at bus and train stations, as well as at the airport, i.e. in places with an increased concentration of passengers. The restriction also does not apply to establishments in health facilities.

→ What area is calculated in the size of the establishment?

• the total area to which customers have access, including test rooms;

• area taken up by sales counters and shop windows

• the area behind the counters used by the shop attendants.

This is the total sales area to which customers have access under normal circumstances (not an area that is temporarily restricted due to covid-19 containment measures).

→ Can I reduce my sales area to 200 m² with tapes, for example?

Such a course of action would be seen as an illegal act. It is necessary to take into account the entire sales area (i.e. not just a limited space, which, for example, was "taped" or otherwise restricted these days due to the current "anti-covid" measures). 

→ Can I have the picking window open?

It depends on the total sales area of the establishment. If the establishment normally (i.e. outside the current measure) has a sales area above 200 m², then the establishment (including the picking window) must be closed.

Quotation of Act No. 223/2016 Coll., on Retail and Wholesale opening hours:

	ACT No. 223/2016 Coll.,

Act on Retail and Wholesale opening hours 

§ 1

Retail opening hours

(1) In retail, sale is prohibited on the following state holidays and other holidays

a) 1. January - Day of the Renewal of the Independent Czech State and the New Year,

b) Easter Monday,

(c) May 8 - Victory Day,

(d) September 28 - Czech Statehood Day,

(e) October 28 - Date of the Creation of an Independent Czechoslovak State,

(f) December 25 – 1st Christmas day, and

(g) December 26 – 2nd Christmas Day.


(2) Sale in retail is prohibited on December 24, from 12 a.m. to 12 p.m.


(3) Restrictions os sales hours as stated in par. 1 and 2 doesn’t apply on operations of

a) shops with sales area not exceeding m2,

b) fuel filling stations,

c) pharmacies,

d) shops in places with increased concentration of passengers at airports, railway stations and bus terminals,

e) shops in medical facitlities,

f) retail in the time when the state of danger, state of emergency, state of threat to the nation or state of war is declared.

§ 2

The restriction set out in § 1 par. 1 and 2 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the selling and purchasing hours of pawnshops, workplaces intended for the trading of second-hand goods and equipment intended for the collection and purchase of waste, irrespective of the size of the selling or purchasing area.

§ 3

Offences

(1) A legal person or entrepreneurial physical person commits an offence by operating a retail sale or selling or buying in an establishment referred to in § 2 at the time when their operation is prohibited under § 1 and 2

(2) A fine of up to CZK 1,000,000 may be imposed for the offence referred to in paragraph 1. If a legal person or undertaking a physical person commits the offence referred to in paragraph 1 repeatedly, a fine of up to CZK 5,000,000 may be imposed. 


(3) Supervision of compliance with the obligations laid down by this Act is carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.

§ 4

Coming into force

This Act shall take effect on the first day of the third month following the date of its publication.
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