	[image: image1.png]CESKA
o o:chooni
INSPEKCE




	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA inspected toys for dangerous nitrosamines

(Prague, 18 May 2021) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA) took part in an international inspection action focused on nitrosamines in toys and childcare products. It inspected a total of 20 models of toys in the Czech market and 3 models failed due to excessive levels of N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the international surveillance action "CASP 2020 - Coordinated Activities on the Safety of Products" in the section "Nitrosamines in toys and childcare articles". The aim was to inspect the safety of these products, for which the chemical composition is particularly important, due to the direct and prolonged contact of the materials used with the mucous membranes as well as skin of children playing. The organising institution has sought to develop and streamline existing cooperation between Member States' market surveillance authorities within the EU so as to maximise the uniformity of the approach of the surveillance authorities to these products. 

The action was intended to detect possible non-compliance of balloons, finger paints and squishy toys made of soft plastics and offered for sale in the EU market with the requirements of Directive 2009/48/EC (NV 86/2011 Coll.) and its harmonised technical standards EN 71-9 + A1 Safety of toys - Part 9: Organic chemical compounds - Requirements, EN 71-12 Safety of toys - Part 12: N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances, and EN 71-1+A1:2019 Safety of toys - Part 1: Mechanical and physical properties.

The focus of the action was:

- to identify whether specific types of toys available in the EU market pose a real safety risk;

- to raise awareness of the chemical risk arising from non-compliant toys due to the presence of N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances so that laboratory screening is included in the routine practice of surveillance authorities

- to raise awareness among manufacturers and consumers of the potential health risks arising from these types of toys if they contain excessive levels of N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances 

Within this international action, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority recalled a total of 20 toy models in the Czech market. Of this figure, there were 7 models of inflatable balloons, 7 models of squishy toys and 6 models of finger paints. Out of these recalled models, according to the assessment of the accredited testing laboratory, a total of 3 toy models (2 inflatable balloon models and 1 finger paint model) failed due to excessive levels of N-nitrosamines or N-nitrosatable substances.

For all three toys, in accordance with Section 18a(1) or (3) and (4) of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., a protective measure was imposed on the distributors, consisting of the ban on the distribution of the products and the withdrawal of the products from distribution. Specifically, these were:

Inflatable balloons PARTY, model 886101 - the toy was reported to the MIT contact point and the product was published in the RAPEX system - see press release https://www.coi.cz/coi-zakazala-na-trhu-nebezpecne-nafukovaci-balonky/ 
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Other two non-compliant toys will be reported to the MIT contact point and subsequently published in the RAPEX system after the completion of the ongoing administrative procedures:

Finger paints washable Item No. FPR 8, Art. 0734"
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Inflatable balloons DONGFANG Item No. A3"  
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The international inspection action was attended by 11 other European surveillance authorities from Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Germany, Estonia, France, Iceland, Malta, Spain and Sweden. 

During the event, the EU market for children's inflatable balloons, finger paints and squishy toys made of plastic was mapped. In total, 220 toy models were taken from all participating countries to check whether they contain nitrosamines or nitrosatable substances in quantities above the permitted limits. Each participating supervisory authority, including the Czech Republic, recalled 20 toy models from the market, consisting of 7 squishy toys, 7 inflatable balloons and 6 finger paints. The majority of the toys, about 80%, were taken from brick-and-mortar shops, 19% from online sales but with the possibility to pick up the selected products in the brick-and-mortar shop and only 1% of the products were taken purely online. 
Within the safety verification of each toy, the toys were inspected by a laboratory in Germany for the presence and quantity of N-nitrosamines and N-nitrosatable substances.  
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The results showed that it is appropriate to focus the attention of inspection staff specifically on the types of toys - mainly balloons and finger paints - that have shown problems with compliance with the provisions of the applicable regulations. These products will receive increased attention in upcoming inspection activities.

Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz
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List1

				Celkové výsledky chemických zkoušek

		Vyhovující vzorky		183

		Nevyhovující vzorky		35

		Nevyhovující vzorky - vykazující konfliktní (různé) výsledky hodnot N- nitrosaminů		2

		4. čtvrt.		1.2

				Chcete-li změnit velikost oblasti dat grafu, přetáhněte její pravý dolní roh.






_1683036726.xls
Graf1

		Balónky		Balónky		Balónky

		Prstové barvy		Prstové barvy		Prstové barvy

		Mačkací hračky		Mačkací hračky		Mačkací hračky



Vyhovující vzorky

Nevyhovující vzorky

Nehomogenní vzorky

Results of chemical tests accroding to toy type

53

27

2

59

6

71

2



List1

				Vyhovující vzorky		Nevyhovující vzorky		Nehomogenní vzorky

		Balónky		53		27		2

		Prstové barvy		59		6

		Mačkací hračky		71		2

		Kategorie 4		4.5		2.8		5






