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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA bans dangerous children's squishy ball

(Prague, 16 August 2021) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has detected a product in the domestic market that may be dangerous to children. It is a toy called "Míček mačkací se šňůrkou Soace Ball" (Squishy Soace Ball with a string). 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA) has found that a dangerous toy product, the Squishy Soace Ball with a string, is in the market of the Czech Republic. The soft plastic balls with a diameter of 75 mm in the shape of a spiky ball are made of soft plastic. On the surface there are colourful geometric motifs of fruit or letters. The balls have soft protrusions and an embedded squeaking mechanism together with a flexible elastic cord. The cord with a loop to attach to the finger and the squeaker mechanism can be removed from the toy. A flashing mechanism is located inside the ball. There are no markings or identifying details on the toy and it was sold completely without packaging. The balls on offer were loosely placed in a cardboard box labelled Soace Ball. 

The toy does not comply with the requirements of Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. Due to the absence of any marking, it can be considered suitable for all children. The mechanical requirements for toys are set out in the standard EN 71-1+ A1:2019. Article 5.1 of the standard sets out the general requirements for toys intended for children under 36 months of age. Specifically, under (a) it states "Toys and detachable parts of toys shall not fit entirely into the small parts cylinder in any position". In the attached photographs it can be seen that during the pull test, when a force of 30 N was used, the embedded plastic cord with the eyelet released (was pulled out) from the toy, and the squeaker mechanism also came loose, which was further pulled completely out of the toy when a force of 15 N was used. Both the cord and the squeaker mechanism fit into the cylinder of standard dimensions - see pictures. 

The respective findings demonstrate that during normal and foreseeable use of the toy by little children, small parts can be removed from the toy (namely the squeaker and the plastic cord) and subsequently inhaled or swallowed by the child. 
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Parts that can be removed from the product
Measures imposed: 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a protective measure on the seller (according to the provisions of Section 18a(3) and (4) of Act No. 22/1997 Coll.), which is a ban on distribution and withdrawal of products from distribution. Information about the dangerous toy was reported to the contact point at the Ministry of Industry and Trade and was published in the RAPEX system.  

Product information:

Míček mačkací se šňůrou Soace Ball (Squishy Soace Ball with a string)
Značka:



not displayed
Typ / číslo modelu:

not displayed
Čárový kód:


not displayed
Popis výrobku na obalu: 
the product is sold without packaging, from a cardboard box with the inscription "Soace Ball"
Značka shody:
neuved not displayed ena

Kontaktní údaje provozovny: 
„Smíšené zboží“, Náměstí republiky 424, 348 02 Bor. 

Prodejce:
pan: Van Bay Nguyen 

Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

