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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA saw breaches of the ban on the sale of alcohol to minors 

(Prague, 6 December 2021) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTI) took part in a joint extraordinary inspection action aimed at compliance with the ban on the offer, sale, serving and consumption of alcoholic beverages to persons under 18 years of age. During the six days, in cooperation with the Police of the Czech Republic and other surveillance authorities, the CTIA carried out a total of 108 inspections and found violations of law in 50 cases.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated the extraordinary inspection action "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2021", which took place from 26 to 31 October 2021 in food stores, general stores, convenience stores and restaurants. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a total of 108 inspections and found breaches of legal regulations in 50 cases (i.e. 46.3%). 

The action was carried out jointly with other surveillance authorities, with one or more cooperating authorities participating in individual inspections. 103 inspections were carried out with the participation of the Police of the Czech Republic, 54 inspections were carried out with the participation of hygiene stations staff, 30 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the staff of the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic, 8 inspections were carried out with the staff of the Municipality Police, 8 inspections were carried out with the staff of the Fire Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, 3 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the trade licensing offices and 1 inspection was carried out in cooperation with the body for the social and legal protection of children.

Persons under the age of 18 were invited to 27 inspections. In 21 cases, alcohol was sold to these persons (i.e. 77.8%). It is therefore clear that minors have no problem buying alcoholic beverages in the Czech market.  

Identified shortcomings

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority foremost monitored the compliance with the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health against the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances, which was violated by traders in 23 cases:

· in 21 cases, the prohibition of selling or giving alcoholic beverages to a person under 18 years of age (Section 11(5)) was violated

· in 2 cases, the seller of alcoholic beverages failed to display at the point of sale the required text informing about the prohibition on the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons under 18 years of age in a way clearly visible to consumers (Article 13(1))

Furthermore, in 34 cases, traders breached the Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection:

· in 20 cases, the principles of fairness of sale were not observed (Article 3)

· in 7 cases the trader failed to inform the consumer of the price (Article 12)

· in 6 cases, no proof of purchase was issued, although the consumer had requested it, or a document was issued without the requirements (Article 16)

· in 1 case, an infringement was found concerning the labelling of products (Article 10) 

Due to the seriousness of the infringements, in particular of the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, most of the sanctions will be dealt with by orders or in administrative proceedings. After the entry into force of the decision, the amount of the fine for violation of this law may be up to CZK 1 million.[image: image2.png]



Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

