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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA seized counterfeit goods for nearly 62 million crowns in 2021

(Final Report 2021)

(Prague, 4 March 2022) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a total of 699 inspections during the past year, aiming at compliance with the ban on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights (Section 8 of Act No. 634/1992 Coll.). Violations of this provision were found in 275 inspections, which was almost 40% of the cases. In 2021, it seized a total of 29,443 counterfeit goods in the value amounting to CZK 61,764,645 as calculated in the prices of originals. In terms of assortment, the most frequent infringements of intellectual property rights occurred in textile products, audio products and toys. As regards the total number of seized products, the most frequently detected counterfeited trademarks were Tommy Hilfiger, Nike, Calvin Klein, Adidas or Louis Vuitton.

In 2021, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspection actions targeting the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights. It carried out a total of 699 inspections and saw 275 infringements of the applicable provisions of the law, which represented 39.3% of all cases. Breaches of all legal regulations were found in 516 cases (73.8%). CTIA inspectors mainly focused on border areas where stall sales still prevail. However, they did not neglect ordinary shops and online shops, where the offer and sale of counterfeits is increasing.

In terms of product range, the most frequent infringements of intellectual property rights were in textiles, audio products and toys. Of the total number of products seized, Tommy Hilfiger, Nike, Calvin Klein, Adidas and Louis Vuitton were the most frequently found trademarks.

Within these inspections, CTIA used the assistance of other state administration bodies in the total of 42 cases. These included the Police of the Czech Republic, the Alien Police, the Customs Administration and a Municipal Authority. A total of 12,788 items of counterfeit goods were seized during these joint inspection actions, while their value amounted to CZK 40,294,889 in original prices.

Inspection of compliance with the provisions of Section 8 of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, is one of the priorities of the CTIA. Therefore, also in 2022, inspectors will be actively involved in inspecting the sale of products infringing certain intellectual property rights.

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Ratio of findings

	
	
	Total
	§ 8
	Total
	§ 8

	Středočeský and Prague
	38
	36
	28
	94.7%
	73.7%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	89
	48
	9
	53.9%
	10.1%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	208
	140
	78
	67.3%
	37.5%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	175
	137
	69
	78.3%
	39.4%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	56
	44
	14
	78.6%
	25.0%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	53
	52
	48
	98.1%
	90.6%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	80
	59
	29
	73.8%
	36.3%

	Total
	699
	516
	275
	73.8%
	39.3%


Taken products and taken measures 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority seized and stored out of reach of inspected persons the total of 29,443 items of counterfeit goods in the value amounting to CZK 61,764,645 in the prices of originals. Products that don't comply with special legal regulations and which will be subject to a lawful decision on their forfeiture or seizure, will subsequently be destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes.

In total, 466 fines amounting to CZK 7,916,500 were lawfully imposed in 2021 based on the breaches of all legal regulations found within the inspection action.
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Graph 1: Share of product groups in the total number of taken products infringing certain intellectual property rights. „Oděvy, textil“ = Clothing, textile. „Hračky, výrobky pro děti” = Toys, children products. „Obuv, kožená galanterie“ = footwear, leather goods. Under the heading „další druhy výrobků“ ('other types of products') are included, for example, sunglasses and cases, watches, jewellery, foot grinders and attachments, nail files, hair brushes and combs, lighters, smoking kits, necklaces, bracelets, key rings, knives, paintings and mirrors.  
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Graph 2: Seized products by brand in quantities above 400 items, this is the proportion of the selected trademarks in the total volume of seized products. Trademarks not listed were present in fewer taken products than 400.
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