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	PRESS RELEASE


1Q of 2022: CTIA took 2,600 items of counterfeit goods for almost CZK 5 million in the first quarter of this year

(Prague, 24 June 2022) In the first quarter of 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the supply, sale and storage of counterfeit goods. It carried out a total of 286 inspections and found 82 of them in breach of the ban on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights. Furthermore, it took 2,600 items of counterfeit goods for CZK 4,912,862 when calculated in the prices of originals. In terms of product range, counterfeit toys, children's products and textile products were the most frequent. The highest number of collected goods was recorded for PokémonWizards, Apple and Nike products.

In the period from 3 January to 31 March 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitored the compliance with the ban on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights or unauthorised use of a label protected under a special legal regulation. In total, 286 inspections were carried out and 82 inspections saw breaches of the prohibition to offer, sell and store products infringing certain intellectual property rights, which represents 28.7%. 

The inspection action included the inspection of other legal regulations under the surveillance scope of the CTIA. In total, it was found that in 202 cases (70.6%) traders infringed the legislation.

The target of the CTIA inspections were ordinary establishments, e-shops and marketplaces near the Czech border with Germany and Austria (e.g. in the municipalities of Potůčky, Vyšší Brod, Chvalovice - Hate), where the occurrence of counterfeit goods is expected and where a higher number of such products is usually secured. This is to some extent related to the continuing demand from German-speaking visitors. Consumer suggestions to inspections were also used. 

Given that counterfeit products of reputable brands that may harm the legitimate interests of consumers still appear on the market, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue these inspections in 2022.

Detected shortcomings
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found breaches of legal regulations in 202 inspections. In 82 inspections, the ban on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights was violated. In addition to sanction measures, a total of 2,600 items of counterfeit goods were seized, which, in the value of the originals, amounted to CZK 4,912,862. In accordance with Section 7b of Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the seized products were stored out of the reach of the persons inspected. Products that do not comply with the special legal provisions, for which a final decision on their forfeiture or seizure will be taken, will subsequently be destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes. 

Measures imposed and fines

In this period, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a total of 204 fines worth CZK 2,990,000.
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Chart 1: Share of product range groups in the total volume of taken products infringing certain intellectual property rights
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Graf č. 2: Taken products according to the trademarsks in the total number of more than 50 items
Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

