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	PRESS RELEASE


Number of taken counterfeits increased in Q2

(Q2 2022 Report)

(Prague, 7 October 2022) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued its inspections in Q2 2022 aimed at the prohibition imposed to traders on offering and selling counterfeited goods. It carried out a total of 281 inspections and found violations of the prohibition on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights in 107 inspections, which represented 38.1% of cases. Compared to Q1, there was an increase of 9.4%. In addition to sanction measures, inspectors seized 11,133 items of counterfeit goods, which was 8,533 more than in Q1 2022. In terms of product range, the most frequent IPR infringements were in clothing and textile products, while the number of seizures of leather goods and footwear also increased. 

In the period from 1 April to 30 June 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on the compliance with the ban on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights. It carried out a total of 281 inspections and found non-compliance with the legislation in 214 cases (76.2%). Of this number, 107 inspections detected the offer, sale and storage of counterfeit goods, which represented 38.1% in terms of percentage.

The target of the CTIA's inspection activities were fixed establishments, e-shops, including marketplaces near the Czech border (e.g. in the municipalities of Horní Folmava and Svatá Kateřina, Vyšší Brod, and Chvalovice - Hatě), where the incidence of counterfeit goods is higher. Consumer suggestions were also used during the inspections.

Within some inspections, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority cooperated with the Police of the Czech Republic (in 25 cases), the Foreign Police in 4 cases, the Customs Administration in 2 cases and the Trade Licensing Office in 2 cases. 

The biggest areas of counterfeit products are the regions on the borders with Germany and Austria, where market stands still operate.

In terms of product range, the most frequent infringements of intellectual property rights were in clothing and textile products and the number of seizures of leather goods and footwear also increased. For seized products, the highest volume was for the Tommy Hilfiger, Nike, Louis Vuitton, Adidas and Calvin Klein trademarks.

As counterfeits of renowned brands still appear in the market, which may harm the legitimate interests of consumers, the CTIA will continue to carry out inspections in this area in the next period of 2022.



	 Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Ratio of findings

	
	
	Total
	§ 8
	Total
	§ 8

	Středočeský and Prague
	4
	4
	4
	100,0%
	100.0%


	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	44
	27
	1
	61,4%
	2.3%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	76
	50
	26
	65,8%
	34.2%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	47
	35
	10
	74,5%
	21.3%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	27
	27
	16
	100,0%
	59.3%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	44
	40
	35
	90,9%
	79.6%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	39
	31
	15
	79,5%
	38.5%

	Total
	281
	214
	107
	76,2%
	38.2%




Identified deficiencies

In Q2 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority seized a total of 11,133 pieces of counterfeit goods, which, when calculated at the price of originals, amounted to CZK 39,450,542. In accordance with Section 7b of Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the seized products were stored out of reach of the persons inspected. Products that do not comply with the special legal provisions, for which a final decision on their forfeiture or seizure will be taken, will subsequently be destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes. Compared to the first quarter, the number of seized counterfeits increased by 8,533, as in the first quarter of 2022, 2,600 counterfeits were seized during 286 inspections, with the value of CZK 4,912,862 when calculated in original prices.
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Chart 1: Share of product groups in the total volume of seized products infringing certain intellectual property rights
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Chart 2: Seized products by brand in quantities over 300 units

Imposed measures
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a total of 193 fines totalling CZK 3,978,500 in the second quarter of this year.
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