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	PRESS RELEASE


End of the year: Pyrotechnics were not alright at one in three retailers

(Prague, 7 March 2023) At the end of last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection operation focused on the offer, sale, storage and handling of pyrotechnics. It carried out a total of 210 inspections and found breaches of the Act on Pyrotechnics in 78 cases. "During inspections of these products, we find that pyrotechnics are still being sold to persons under the age of 18, who, in the sense of the Pyrotechnics Act, are not allowed to purchase them because they do not meet the age limit. Furthermore, traders do not comply with the proper storage and prescribed registration of these products. The CTIA will continue these inspections consistently this year," says Jan Štěpánek, CTIA Director, commenting on the results of the inspections. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 210 inspections between 15 November and 31 December 2022, which focused on the offer, sale, storage and handling of pyrotechnic products. Inspectors focused their inspection activities on compliance with Act No. 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Products and their Handling (Pyrotechnics Act), Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, and other legislation within the surveillance scope of the CTIA. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found that out of a total of 210 inspections, the Pyrotechnics Act was breached in 78 cases and the Consumer Protection Act was breached in 28 cases.

The offer of pyrotechnic products is found in retail chains operated by multinational chains and in marketplaces, where violations of legislation still occur. Obligations under the applicable legislation, in particular the keeping of proper records and compliance with the general requirements for the storage of pyrotechnic articles, are still not respected, especially for stand sales in market places in border areas. 

Within the framework of this inspection action, the CTIA cooperated in 8 cases with the Police of the Czech Republic.
	Inspections of pyrotechnics

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Ratio of findings

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	7
	3
	42.9%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	14
	6
	42.9%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	34
	33
	97.1%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	26
	13
	50.0%


	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	35
	3
	8.6%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	61
	13
	21.3%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	33
	13
	39.4%

	Total
	210
	84
	40.0%


Detected flaws
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found that traders breached Act No. 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Articles and their Handling, in 78 cases. Specifically, these cases were: 

· in 28 cases, deficiencies in keeping records of stored pyrotechnic articles were found (Article 26(3));

· in 21 cases, infringements relating to the general requirements for the storage of pyrotechnic articles were found (Article 26(1));

· in 10 cases, the trader sold pyrotechnic articles of categories F1, F2 to persons under the age laid down by law (Article 5(1));

· in 9 cases there was a breach of the section concerning the quantity of pyrotechnic articles stored in the sales room (Article 27(1));

· in 5 cases, infringements were found concerning the storage and sale of pyrotechnic articles of a higher category than category F1 (Article 29(1));

· in 3 cases, the detected breach of legislation was referred to the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition (prohibition of sale of pyrotechnic products of category F4 to a person without the applicable authorisation, placing pyrotechnic products on the market);

· in 1 case, a violation of the section concerning the constructional and technical requirements for sales rooms and cabinets for pyrotechnic articles was detected (Article 26(2));

· in 1 case, an infringement of the section concerning the prohibition of certain activities on the premises where pyrotechnic articles are stored (Article 26(4))
Infringements of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were found in 28 cases. The most frequent finding (9 cases) was a breach of Section 16(1), where the seller violated the obligation to issue a proof of purchase of the product. The next most frequently breached was Section 12 of the Act on Consumer Protection (8 cases), where the consumer was not informed about the price of the products sold. Other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection and other legislation were found to be breached to a lesser extent.
Imposed measures 

In the period from 15 November to 31 December 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 44 fines amounting to CZK 115,700. More significant infringements are dealt with in administrative proceedings, where it will also be decided on the amount of the fine. 
Pyrotechnic articles of category F1 – they pose very little danger, have negligible noise levels, are intended for the use in restricted areas, including indoor use in residential buildings, and include sparklers, banging balls, cracking strings, etc., which can only be sold to persons above 15 years of age.

Pyrotechnic articles of category F2 - present a small danger and have low noise levels, are intended for outdoor use in restricted areas, include firecrackers, Roman candles, smaller rockets, smaller compacts, larger sparklers, Bengali fires, larger rotating objects, etc., this fireworks can only be sold to persons above 18 years of age.

Pyrotechnic articles of category F3 - present a medium-sized danger, are intended for outdoor use in open spaces and their noise level does not harm human health, are freely sold to persons who have reached the age of 21 or have obtained a certificate of professional competence pursuant to Section 37 of Act 206/2015 Coll.

Pyrotechnic articles of category F4 - present a great danger, they are intended for use only by persons with professional competence, their noise level does not harm human health.
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